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My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 As I type this month’s Pastor’s Pen it is with gratitude and humility that I 
say “THANK YOU!”  To try and express to you all how grateful I am would pale in 
comparison to the magnitude of volunteer hours that were put into the 4C’s Annual 
Gathering.  If I had just a dollar for every person who said to me, “Your church has 
been a blessing to us” or “How blessed you are to have such a wonderful group of 
volunteers” or “Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus to us this week”, 
our budget would be covered for this year!  I want each person who served in any 
way at this year’s Annual Gathering to soak in those comments!   

YOU ARE LOVED and APPRECIATED!   

 From what may seem to be a meaningless job to those who were fully 
invested … I THANK YOU; the AG 2017 Planning Committee thanks you; the Board 
of Directors thanks you and the attendees thank you!  The spirit in which you 
served has my heart spilling over with pride.  I am proud to say that I Shepherd this 
wonderful serving church, but I am also equally humbled by the number of people 
that served and the number of man and woman hours that y’inz put in!  It blows my 
mind to know that you wanted this Annual Gathering to be as much a success as I 
did.  

 To the ‘Cranberry Brigade” (those in St. Peter’s Cranberry T-shirts), allow 
me to express my gratitude and thanks: 

 A BIG, BIG Thank You goes out to Sheri McMaster who served as the 
Conference Registrar.  The tireless hours she spent in organizing and planning has 
NOT gone unnoticed.  And to her assistant, Wendy Grubbs—Thank You for 
stepping up to the plate and providing guidance to Sheri and I, who had little to no 
experience in planning an event this big!  Your counsel was so very valuable. 

August 
2017 

WE DID IT! 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 

For we were all baptized by[ one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.                                                              

Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.    1Corinthians 12:12-14 



 Beginning with the worship on Sunday morning, the conference tone was set.  It was going to be 
‘spirit-filled’ and exciting! We were committed to making sure that God would be pleased with our efforts.  
And I believe He was beaming from ear to ear as He gazed upon His servants answering the call.  Those who 
assisted with the Board of Directors Luncheon and then the Board and Volunteer Recognition Dinner … 
Thank you!  Nancy Korczynski, Michelle Herr, Heather Zeigler, Betty Kraynik, Valerie McMahon, Sally 
Hamilton and Cathy Powell 

 The Greeters were FABULOUS!  Your enthusiasm and love was infectious! Thank you for your 
willingness to be YOU!  Your genuine love for people, the church, and ultimately Jesus was evident. Lori 
Smith, Dottie and John Schulte, Tonya Reynolds, Cath Rape, Dick Williams, Buck and Joanne 
Majors, Bob Nolte, Dan and Joan Banyay, and Al Barna 

 The Workshop Hosts were AWESOME!  Thank you for your willingness to sit through some teaching 
that you might have never thought about participating in.  Every workshop leader was impressed by the 
professionalism and manner in which your conducted yourselves!  Kuddos to you!  Dan Banyay, Dottie 
Schulte, Dick Williams, Gene and Sandy Lee, Dick and Cathy Powell, Jim Schulz and Pastor 
Jim 

 To our Women’s Ministry table volunteers, thank you for your help in passing out valuable 
information to all the women of the 4C’s!  Sandy Nolte, Pam North and Kendra Bertoti  

 The Women’s Luncheon, although tricky to plan the numbers, came off without a glitch!  Every woman 
that attended was thoroughly impressed by how seamless everything went.  Thank you goes out to my dear 
wife Kendra, who while nervous, delivered a talk that impressed upon the attendees that they were created 
“Beautiful!”  Thank you ladies for all your hard work!  Marla Clouse, Joan Banyay, Bea Barna, Kim Dambach, 
Debbie Evans-Kanell, GeorgAnn Fogel, Jean Furman, Sally Hamilton, Buck and Joanne 
Majors, Sharon McCormick, Sharyn McMaster, Lynn Meyers, Pam North, Cathy Powell, Ginni 
Smoke and Catherine Thornberry 

 To the Child Care Workers, from Nursery Care to the Teens!  You were PHENOMINAL!  It was a huge 
task and a bit overwhelming at times, but you all pulled it together to insure that the parents could enjoy the 
conference.  As they were learning and fellowshipping, you cared for their most precious assets … their 
children!  Thank you!  Bridgette Stauffer, Tina Geis,  Maddy Geis, Heather Zeigler, Wendy Sybert, Kaitlyn 
Sybert, Gabby Sybert, Kathy Marley, Colton Marley, Ella Marley, Michelle Beck, Marla Clouse, 
Sally Hamilton, Jessica McGuinness, Rick and Lynn Meyers, Lucy Palmer, Ethan McMaster 
and Sarah McMaster 

 To the field trip lunch makers, thanks for making sure all the kids and adults had a nutritious lunch!  
Thank You!  Darla Herr, Kay O’Neill, Janet Zeigler, GeorgAnn Fogel and Kendra Bertoti 

 To my Airport Transporter, Keith Weyman … Thank you, buddy!  You helped out many people with 
transportation needs and they were so impressed by your humility and humor!  I’m sorry that so many of your 
passengers were New England fans! 

 To my Platform Assistants, Bob Nolte and Bea Barna, thank you for praying for me and for 
representing St. Peter’s so well.  It was an honor to share the stage with you and I know that God was glorified 
through your reading and praying!   

 To my all around go-fer, Randy Herbe, thank you for taking care of transporting all the supplies to and 
from St. Peter’s and for picking up a couple at the airport on Monday afternoon, as well as accompanying us 
on our Tuesday night dinner cruise on the Gateway Clipper with your wife, Denise.  It was truly a blessing to 
have you there to help out throughout the week! 

 I love how Paul, when speaking to the church at Corinth, brought to their attention that the “body is a 
unit made of many parts, but they form ONE BODY!”  We all brought our special ‘part’ to make this Annual 
Gathering a huge success.  I am thankful that you all had the opportunity to witness firsthand the wonderful 
Conference that we are associated with.  When we now say, “We belong to the 4C’s”, you will have a more 
complete idea of who you belong to!  So while you are a ‘part’ of the St. Peter’s Reformed Church Body, you 
are also a ‘part’ of the 4C Body.  When we all put our 
‘parts’ together, it’s amazing the beautiful, amazing, 
awesome BODY of CHRIST we represent! 



Update on Church Happenings from the Consistory President 

 

Hello Fellow Church Members, 

 

In July, St. Peter’s welcomed almost 400 adults and children to the 4C’s Annual Gathering which 
was held at the Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry. The conference featured sessions led by 
4C’s pastors including Pastor Jim who had an excellent presentation on our CPR support program.  
A big thanks goes out to Sheri and Wendy for her hard work before and during the conference and 
to all of the church members who volunteered their time throughout the week. 

 

The Deacons are managing the expenditures to stay within our annual budget yet our total giving is 
approximately $15,000 below budget through July. This does not create an immediate financial risk, 
but it does raise a concern.  Due to the fiscal responsibility of Consistory, we have a cash reserve of 
approximately $100,000 in our checking account. However, 2016 was the first year in recent years 
that we did not meet our annual budgeted contributions and 2017 looks to be a shortfall also.  We 
do not want to continue this trend in the future. This financial concern along with declining 
attendance are key issues being addressed by the Strategic Planning team.  

 

As I stated last month, it has become increasingly obvious that one of the major strengths of St. 
Peter’s is that we have a very solid core group of members who have remained committed to 
attending through all the changes over the years.  The Strategic Planning team has met twice a 
month since March and has identified key goals along with specific action items to address the key 
issues facing our church.  It is my hope that we can break into action teams by late summer to focus 
on achieving these goals. In order for our church to grow and take advantage of new opportunities, 
we need more members to become involved.  We will communicate more about these plans in the 
upcoming months.  

 

We did not hold a Consistory meeting in July. 

 

Randy Herbe has resigned as Director of Christian Education and Youth effective August 3 in order 
to pursue his true calling in the areas of evangelism and outreach.  He was still in his probationary 
period.  Tina Geis will be leading the Search Committee to hire someone for this position.  

  

I will do my best in the leadership role of the Consistory and continue to communicate to St. Peter’s 
members throughout the year.  If anyone has any questions or issues, please feel free to contact 
me directly. 

 

I pray that 2017 will be a great year for St. Peter’s as we continue to go about the work of the Lord.  

 

God Bless,  

Keith Weyman   



Women’s Ministry  News 

 
I want to send a HUGE THANK YOU to all the people who helped Wednesday, July 19th with the 
luncheon that the Women’s Ministry provided for the ladies attending the 4C’s conference!  Thanks 
to all who made and donated food, helped in the kitchen, set up and cleaned up, and the drivers 
that escorted the ladies to our church.   Kendra gave a fantastic presentation reminding us how 
beautiful God has made each of us and gave us a hand mirror to remind us of our beauty to Him.   I 
have only heard how pleased the women were to have been able to attend this event.  About 80 
women attended and the program took place within a 2 hour time frame, including travel to the 
church and back to the Marriott Hotel.   This would not have been able to happen without all the 
great help we had!!   
  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR WOMEN’S MINISTRY RETREAT.  This will be held on 
Friday evening, September 22nd and Saturday, the 23rd at our church in the Fellowship 
Room.   Rev. Judy Angleberger will be our guest speaker for this event.   We will kick off the 
retreat on Friday evening with some games, snacks and introduction to the program; then 
return Saturday morning for a continental breakfast and the remainder of the program concluding 
with a luncheon.   Watch the bulletin and September Newsletter for more details as this is planned. 
  
There will be a meeting on SUNDAY, AUGUST 20th from 9 –10 am in the Bell Room, upper 
level of the educational building, to plan the details for this retreat.   Please plan to attend so that we 
are able to make this a great time of fun and fellowship. 
  
Please Note:  We will NOT be meeting on our usual second Saturdays of the month in August and 
September due to our special retreat on the fourth weekend of September. 
  
I hope you enjoy the remainder of your summer! 
  
  
Blessings, 
Marla Clouse 

 

Summer Communion ~ Sunday, August 13th 

 

St. Peter’s will be having our summer communion in 
August and our offering will be going towards supplies to 
help a school in Uganda named God’s Love and Care 
sponsored by Healthy Communities Unlimited (a 501(c)3 Corporation).  Our offering 
will go towards supplies such as a flagpole, sewing material, basketball nets and a 
new pilot project of starting a pig farm at the school.  This trip is under the direction of 
Randy Herbe, with the help of Les Gutzwiller and the trip is tentatively scheduled for 
January or February of 2018.  If you are interested in being a part of this group, 
please contact Randy at (724) 766-1029 or at rherbe@stpzelie.org. 



Volunteer Ministry News 

From the pen of Pam 

 

 

 

HOW IMPORTANT IS PRAYER? 

In Colossians 4:2, the apostle Paul wrote "Devote yourselves to prayer." 
Those of us who were able to take part in various aspects of the recent 4 C's Annual 
Gathering were reminded over and over about not only the importance of prayer (one of our two essential 
connections to God, the other one being the study of His Word), but also how vital prayer is to the health of 
any church. A big emphasis was on how our lives as believers, who are dedicated to praying fervently and 
consistently, will see personal change and transformation, but in addition, our prayers will have the potential 
and power to change our families, our church, our communities, and yes, even the world!  We know from 
Scripture other verses in addition to the passage from Colossians that testify to the importance of prayer: in 
Acts 6:4, the disciples stated that "they will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the Word." - 1st 
Thessalonians 5:17 says, "Be joyful always; pray continually." - and this wonderful example from Mark 1:35 
about our Savior and Lord - "Very early in the morning, Jesus got up, left the house, and went off to a solitary 
place, where He prayed." These are but a few examples from many in the Bible that speak to the importance 
and necessity of prayer. I know that many of you realize and value the link that prayer is to our Heavenly 
Father - when we are praying, He is listening, and when we listen, He will reveal to us what He wants us to 
know from Him (in His timing, not ours). 
All of this is to say that as we work to develop a personal prayer life, we should also strive to involve 
ourselves in the corporate prayer life of the church. We can certainly do that on Sunday morning during 
worship, but there are also other opportunities available at St. Peter's. For over a year now, we have had an 
Intercessory Prayer team which is facilitated by Bea Barna; this group comes together in the prayer room 
(bottom floor of the education building) at 7:00 pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month for a time of 
fellowship and dedicated prayer. They strive to pray for whoever and whatever the Lord lays upon their 
hearts, including the need for revival in our churches and our country. We also have the Wednesday morning 
prayer group that meets at 9:00  in the prayer room, also praying for the needs of our church and our world. 
Our church prayer chain consists of members who are called or e-mailed when people contact us to pray for 
any need. You can be sure that all of these groups are mindful of the need to praise God for answered 
prayer, knowing that He loves to hear our thanks and gratitude as well as our petitions and intercessions. 
The prayer list on the back of the bulletin is another way that you can be involved in the prayer life of St. 
Peter's as you go through the names that are listed and lift them up to the Lord, even if you can't always 
remember the specific circumstances of these individuals. 
We sincerely invite everyone to take part in any of the facets of our prayer opportunities here at St. Peter's. 
As I stated before, it is said that a truly healthy church will be a praying church. If you are someone who is 
hesitant to be a part of a prayer group because you think you aren't very good at praying, be assured that 
there is no such thing. God always desires to hear from His children, and He never ranks them according to 
their 'ability' - He just wants us to communicate with Him because of His Fatherly love for us. Please pray 
about how God could use you to help St. Peter's to become more of a praying church and see Bea Barna, 
Pastor Jim, or myself if you would like to become more involved in any aspect of the prayer life of our church.  
In closing, let me share a most profound quote from John Wesley regarding prayer: "I have so much to do 
today, I must spend several hours in prayer before I am able to do it." This should speak volumes to all of us, 
and I pray that Wesley's words will impact your life as much as they have mine! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: VOLUNTEER MINISTRY FAIR COMING ON SEPTEMBER 10! 
 
More details will be given in upcoming bulletins and in the 
September Noiseletter. 
Please be thinking and praying about a ministry that you could join 
and the difference that you could make as God uses you in that 
ministry! 



 

Library Highlights for August - READ All About It! 

"Chronicles of Narnia" Update 

Not too much news to share, but I can tell you that Lucy, Gracen, Colton and Mr. Randy are still 
plugging away, reading when they can find the time. There should be some concrete results that I 
can share with you next month as this reading extravaganza comes to its conclusion at the 
beginning of September. Stay tuned to find out who has read the most (and maybe who will be 
getting what at Young's Custard Stand!!!) 

TWO GREAT PICKS ABOUT OUR GREAT COUNTRY 

As there continues to be much to pray for concerning the United States at such a critical time in our 
history, I wanted to share with you about two recently written books that are both historical in nature 
and written from strongly Christian viewpoints that are now available in our church library. Both 
authors have done their research well as they not only take readers back to our Judeo-Christian 
foundations, but also provide a picture of hope as they assess where we are right now and as they 
stress that only in God do we find our true source of hope for the future of America. We would all do 
well to read what these two fine authors have to tell us, so here is a synopsis of each book: 

"The American Miracle - Divine Providence in the Rise of the Republic" 
by Michael Medved 
 
'New York Times' bestselling author and radio personality Michael Medved has written this 
fascinating book in which he explores the topic of American exceptionalism by exploring the 
question of whether America has been simply lucky or divinely blessed. He shows how prominent 
persons who participated in significant events in our nation's history accounted for those events by 
giving credit to God's providence. The following statement is printed in the book's dust jacket: 'The 
history of the United States displays an uncanny pattern - at moments of crisis, when the odds 
against success seem overwhelming and disaster looks imminent, 'fate' intervenes to provide 
deliverance and progress. Historians may categorize these incidents as happy accidents, callous 
crimes, or the product of brilliant leadership, but the most notable leaders of the past four hundred 
years have identified this good fortune as something else - a reflection of God's divine providence.' 

"If You Can Keep It - The Forgotten Promise of American Liberty" 
by Eric Metaxas 
 
"If You Can Keep It" is at once a thrilling review of America's uniqueness, and a sobering reminder 
that America's greatness cannot continue unless we truly understand what our founding fathers 
meant for us to be. The book includes a stirring call-to-action for every American to understand the 
ideals behind the 'noble experiment in ordered liberty' that is America. It also paints a vivid picture of 
the tremendous fragility of that experiment and explains why that fragility has been dangerously 
forgotten - and in doing so it lays out our own responsibility to live those ideals and carry on those 
freedoms. Metaxas believes that America is not a nation bounded by ethnic identity or geography, 
but rather by a radical and unprecedented idea, based upon liberty and freedom. It's time to connect 
to that idea before America loses the very foundation for what made it exceptional in the first place 
(taken from ericmetaxas.com/books.if-you-can-keep-it). 

How important is the content in both of these books if you are a Christian in 
America today? From God's standpoint - very important indeed! 

I'll close this month with a quote from Albert Einstein:  
"The only thing you absolutely need to know is the location of the library." 
Pretty smart thinking, I'd say - happy August reading!!! 

http://ericmetaxas.com/books.if-you-can-keep-it


      Thank You’s  

 

Dear Randy and Youth, 

 I would like to thank Randy, Andrew and Mason, who came out to my house 

and spent a couple of hours doing things that I was about 3 years behind on.  

These kids learned some new experiences in doing things they never have 

done before, thanks to Randy!!!  Also would like to thank Ed Zeigler, Sr. for 

helping out with a couple little projects I needed taken care of.  It takes a real 

church family to help do these things!!  And also the visitations from Harold 

and Judy and the cards and phone calls from others.   

         Thank you all, 

         Jack Mohrbacher, Sr. 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 I want to thank the two lovely caring ladies that visited me on Flag 

Day.  We had a wonderful visit.  It means so much to me to see a familiar face 

from church.  And last but not least, thank you for the treat of cookies and 

candy with the little flag.  Also, I want to thank Sally for organizing all these 

visits for those of us who can’t attend church on a regular basis.  Thank God 

for such a loving and caring church. 

         In Jesus name, 

         Pat Rice 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR:  The Gathering to be held on 
Saturday, September 23rd in the Zelienople Park. 

 

The Gathering Committee are looking for all churches to get involved and they have scheduled a 
planning meeting for Friday, August 11th at 6:30pm at the park gazebo.  If you are interested in 
helping out and would like to attend this meeting, please contact Suzie Rape at (724) 452-5860 for 
more information and a brochure of what The Gathering Committee is planning.  Thanks in advance 
for your participation in this wonderful annual event!! 



Happy August Birthday to: 
 

Sidney Schiever ~ August 7 ~ 82 years young 

Mary Jean Szakelyhidi ~ August 15 ~ 92 years young 

Dayne Wahl ~ August 25 ~ 85 years young 

Dee Graham ~ August 27 ~ 83 years young 

Birdetta Kennedy ~ August 27 ~ 84 years young 

Happy August Anniversary to: 

 

Dayne & Shirley Wahl ~ August 25 ~ 61 years 

Alex & Bea Barna ~ August 29 ~ 58 years 

Sidney & Joan Schiever ~ August 29 ~ 60 years 

                       Community Fellowship Dinner 

               Jesus didn't come to be served, HE came to SERVE.  

THE GREATEST AMONG YOU MUST BE A SERVANT.    

MATTHEW 23:11 NLT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friday, August 11th ~ 5:00-6:30pm in our Fellowship Room 

August’s menu:  Pot Roast, Salad, Rolls and Butter, Drinks and Desserts. 

The proceeds from the dinner will go towards a group from St. Peter’s looking to go to Africa next year. 



 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER FOOD CUPBOARD  

557 Perry Highway  

Harmony, PA 16037  

Phone: 724.453.4184 

Website: www.swbfoodcupboard.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
Below you will find the current food needs for the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard.  
 
Canned Fruit 
Beans 
Helper Meals 
Condensed soup 
Chef Boyardee 
Mac & Cheese 
Pasta 
Pasta sauce 
Egg noodles 
Oatmeal 
Single serve snack items for kids 
Shelf stable pizza crust 
Pizza sauce 
Cereal 
PB 
Jelly 
Dessert mixes (brownie, cake, cookie) 
Juice boxes 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity to the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard. 

 

Blessings, 

Sharon Klaiber, LPC NCC 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Adult  

Sunday School 

9:00 am  

 

Worship 

10:15 am 

Head Usher 

for 

August 

Rex Brown 

 

 

   
 

  

 
 

 
 

1 
6-8:30pm VBS  

(Hero Central) 

7pm Elder’s Mtg. ~  

Church Office 

2 
9am Prayer Group 

6-8:30pm VBS 

(Hero Central) 

3 
6-8:30pm VBS 

(Hero Central) 

 

4 
 

5 
11-4pm 
Lutz/Frederick 
using ~ Fellowship 

Room 

6   

 

 

 
 

7 
1pm Lisa Braham 

Carlin Memorial 

Service ~ Sanctuary 

 

6:30pm Worship 

Committee Mtg. ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

8 

7pm Consistory 

Mtg. ~ Ed. Bldg. 

(All Welcome) 

9 
9am Prayer Group 

4pm Feed My Sheep 
Prep Work ~ F.R. 

6pm Worship 
Ensemble practice ~ 
Sanctuary 

7pm The Journey ~ 
Fellowship Room 

10 
5pm Video 

Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

11 
5pm Community 

Dinner ~ Fellowship 

Room 

12 
3:30pm Josh & 
Aubrey Rader, Vow 
Renewal ~ 

Sanctuary 

13 
Summer 

Communion 

14 
6:45pm Strategic 
Planning Mtg. ~ 
Ed. Bldg. 

15 
 

16 
9am Prayer Group 

4pm Feed My Sheep 
Prep Work ~ F.R. 

7pm AFSP Support 
Group ~ Ed. Bldg. 

7pm The Journey ~ 
Fellowship Room 

17 

5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

7pm Intercessory 
Prayer Group ~ Ed. 

Bldg. 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

9am Women’s 

Ministry Mtg. ~ Ed. 

Bldg. (Bell Room) 

21 
9:30am Dorcas 
Circle Mtg. ~ Ed. 
Bldg. 

22 

 

23 
9am Prayer Group  

4pm Feed My 
Sheep Prep Work ~ 

Fellowship Room 

7pm The Journey ~ 

Fellowship Room 

24 
5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

25 
 

26 
 

27 

 

28 
 

29 30 
9am Prayer Group  

4pm Feed My Sheep 
Prep Work ~ F.R. 

7pm  Senior Choir 
starts back up 

7pm The Journey ~ 
Fellowship Room 

31 
5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

  

 

2017 


