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For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife,  

and the two shall become one flesh. 

Ephesians 5:31 

Greetings St. Peter’s Family, 

  

 Well, I have begun the 2017 Wedding season!  Thus far, I have 
officiated 3 weddings from April 29th  - May 20th. In the coming months I 
will be officiating 5 more, June through October.  I thoroughly enjoy doing 
weddings, from the pre-marriage counseling to the pronouncement of 
‘husband and wife’, it is a joy to celebrate love in such a wonderful and 
meaningful way as God has ordained.  

 Chuck Swindoll tells the story of four-year-old Suzie who had just 
been told the story of “Snow White” for the first time in her life.  She could 
hardly wait to get home from nursery school to tell her mommy. With wide-
eyed excitement, she retold the fairy tale to her mother that afternoon.  After 
relating how Prince Charming had arrived on his white horse and kissed 
Snow White back to life, Suzie asked loudly: 

 “And do you know what happen then?” 

 “Yes” said her mother, “They lived happily ever after.” 

 “No” responded Suzie, with a frown, “… they got married.” 
 

 Out of the mouths of babes … to have the innocence of a child!  
Marriage is a gift to us from God, yet so many of us don’t see it as such. 
Many people have such a lax attitude toward marriage today. Divorce is as 
common as it has ever been, and some trade in spouses like others trade in 
cars. In short, the value we place on marriage is lop-sided when you consider 
who gave it to us in the first place. 
 
 To understand the value of such a gift, we must unpack what the 
purpose of marriage is, as God sees it. The unifying, central theme 
throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation is the glory of God and the 
advancement of His kingdom, and one of the most precious ways we 
participate in that glory is through the godly union of a man and a woman. It 
expands His rule and His reach in our lives. 

Marriage is God’s Gift! 

June  
2017 



 

 

 A godly marriage, in many ways, mirrors the order of things as it relates to God and 
humanity. The Father and Son are equal, yet in function, the Son defers to the authority of the 
Father. The church—called the “bride” in Scripture—is submitted to Christ, her bridegroom, even 
though Christ gave His own life for her. That is God’s order for a kingdom marriage. Husband and 
wife are equal in the eyes of God, while one functions as the head of the other in partnership. Each is 
to love and respect the other, as God has designed. For these reasons, the value of marriage cannot 
be overstated. By seeking a kingdom marriage, one in line with what the Bible teaches, we seek to 
promote the very greatness of God. 

 

 Kendra and I would like to cordially invite you, our church family, to the wedding ceremony 
of our daughter Bridgette to Joshua Stauffer on June 24th at 2:00 p.m. in St. Peter’s sanctuary.  For 
the past 13 years, you have supported our family and watched our girls grow, both physically and 
spiritually. We would consider it an honor if you would join us as they commit their vows to one 
another before God, family, and friends. 

 
        Love you all, 

 

        Pastor Jim & Kendra 

 

       You are cordially invited  

            to the wedding ceremony of 

 

     Bridgette Bertoti  

             & 

                    Joshua Stauffer 

 

                                                       June 24, 2017 

                                                        2:00 p.m.  

 

                                                         St. Peter’s Reformed Church 

                                                         320 E. Grandview Avenue 

                                                              Zelienople, Pa  



 

 

                                          The 2017 Confirmation Class 

The Confirmation Class of 2017 will take their vows of commitment to  

become members of St. Peter’s and  

partake of their first communion during the June 4th worship service.    

Come and celebrate with this year’s class: 

  Zoey Beck  Launah Cunningham 

  Ethan McMaster Colten Morgan 

  Kylie Pietrusinski Hunter Reynolds 

New Members Received 
Consider joining us to celebrate our newest members joining the church on June 4th. 

Make sure you add them to your directory! 

 Eric & Kate Konyak      Craig & Beth Leseman 

 324 Gudekunst Rd.      - Ben & Katie Leseman 

 Zelienople, Pa  16063    454 Scott Ridge Rd. 

 724-584-5196     Harmony, Pa  16037 

        724-368-0138 

Do You like to play an instrument? 
(Percussion, Brass, Wind, String) 

Do you like to sing? 
(Gospel, Spirituals, Hymns, Choruses) 

We are looking to start a  
“Worship Ensemble” 

 
The Worship Ensemble would be used during 
the service to usher us into the presence of 

God through ‘gathering music’, the leading of 
opening worship choruses and hymns and 

maybe even some special music selections to 
compliment our worship experience.   

Even if you never though of  being a part of 
this kind of ministry, we encourage you to 

use your talent to glorify God.   

If interested, please talk to Pastor Jim. 

2nd Quarter Baptism 

June 11, 2017 

10:15 am Service 

 

Anyone desiring their child to be baptized 
please speak to Pastor Jim so that the           

appropriate details can be collected. 

Celebrating with you and your families the 
birth and baptism of your child brings joy to 

Jesus and to the Church community.   



 

 

CONSISTORY UPDATE 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  The beginning checkbook balance for April was $124,532.67 and the 
ending balance was $124,592.63.  The overall budget is still looking good for the year, as we have 
spent only 32% of the overall budget.  
 

Pastor’s Report:  Status of 4Cs Conference -The 4Cs continues to receive conference 
registrations.  As of this date, the breakdown of children includes six teens, eight in the middle group 
and four for nursery.  There is still a need for additional volunteers as Workshop hosts and Nursery 
helpers. 
Small Group Ministry -Pastor has been investigating small group ministry to start in the fall.  Subject 
matter and the entire process of setting up the groups is being reviewed. 
 
Youth Director, Christian Ed:  The Youth Group worked a total of 78 hours for the Yard Sale. 
The Youth Group and TNT determined that they want to continue to meet throughout the summer 
months.  A calendar of activities planned for the next three months was developed. 
Some of the activities that are planned are as follows:  Feed My Sheep, Mission Dinners, and re-
establishing the Willing Worker Projects.  The Willing Workers will run on Saturdays from 7:00 to 
12:00 noon.  Additional adult volunteers are needed to assist in completing specific projects. 
Some fun activities reviewed are white water rafting in the Connoquenessing Creek, rock climbing at 
McConnell’s Mills and the Hershey Park Trip. 
Both the TNT and Youth Group want to coordinate a “Lock-In” where the students stay all night at 
the church with activities planned such as watching movies.  They were also interested in 
participating in a 30-hour famine. 
Camp Funds – Campers will receive $100 towards camp fees if they plan on staying for a week and 
campers going for a few days will receive $50 towards their camp fees. 

 

Trustee’s Report:  Food Cupboard – St. Peter’s is responsible for the distribution of the food items 
in June.  Volunteers are needed for the distribution of food on June 20

th
 and sorting/packing help on 

June 13th.  
Awning update – The awning company has been contacted to discuss the warranty.  There are 
issues with the concrete pulling out of the ground and some of the bolts are broken. These issues 
are not under warranty. The company will not take responsibility for not digging the holes deep 
enough.  Jay Herr will dig deeper holes and re-concrete the awning supports. 
Rain gutter repairs – Darrin Kaelin is waiting for better weather to start working on the gutter repairs.  
Jamie Allman will make the repairs at the same time in the brick and mortar while Darrin has use of 
the bucket truck. 
Rescue bag located in the back of church is in the process of getting updated.  The outdated/
missing items have been ordered. 
Sign for security system – Cathy Rape will follow-up with Sign Innovation to determine the status of 
the sign. 
 
CPR:  The CPR Committee met with Chuck Nelson on May 1

st
 to review his achievements for the 

first year.  The committee will develop a plan for the contract offer for the second year. 
 
New Business:  Randy Herbe reported that the Feed My Sheep organization has been 
temporarily utilizing St. Peter’s kitchen to prepare their meals.  They are a self-supporting 
organization who prepares food every Wednesday evening (3:30 to 6:00) except the first 
Wednesday of the month and takes it into Pittsburgh for distribution to the homeless. 
Pastor Jim reported that he found some kids hanging on the awning.  He recommended that we 
investigate signage to prevent someone from hanging on the awning.   
Cindy Hart reported that the owner of the Spring Street Grill offered to purchase a new barbeque 
grill as a donation to the church.  



 

 

Update on Church Happenings from the Consistory President 

 

Hello Fellow Church Members,  

 

It has been another busy month at St. Peter’s with several projects being completed and others still 
in process.  First, I would like to thank Cathy Rape for the excellent job that she did clearing out and 
selling the items that were remaining in the Parish House after the staff was relocated.   Thanks to 
her hard work, there were very few things left the day we started the demolition of the house.  The 
Parish House demolition began on May 8th and I am grateful to church members Craig Lutz, Harold 
Herr, Scott McMaster, Kathy Marley and Ed Knauff for their help and support during this process.  
There is still some leveling and smoothing of the yard that needs to be completed and our 
contractor will be adding some additional topsoil once the yard dries out.  When this is finished, I 
may need some help with raking and planting grass.  Please let myself or the church office know if 
you are willing to help. 

 

The project of relocating the staff from the Parish House into the Church building is now complete. 
The total cost came in at $22,422.20 which is under the approved amount of $25,000. 

 

Consistory welcomed the Confirmation class to their May meeting.  The Elders asked each 
Confirmand several questions and were impressed with how prepared and knowledgeable the 
students were. We look forward to introducing them as members of St. Peter’s this month.  

 

The Deacons are doing a good job staying on top of our financials.  We are under our budgeted 
giving through May by approximately $6,500, but our expenses at this point are under budget so 
there are no immediate concerns. 

 

The Strategic Planning team has held 6 meetings to date and will continue to work during the 
summer months.  Thanks to the excellent response from the congregation, there is a considerable 
amount of survey data that the team needs to analyze. Currently, the team is incorporating the 
survey responses into their work of identifying the strengths and weaknesses of our church and the 
opportunities that exist that will enable us to grow.  The Strategic Planning Team’s goal at the end 
of this process will be to develop action items led by church members that will focus the church’s 
resources and energy in the same direction. 

 

Remember that the 4C’s Conference will be hosted this year by St. Peter’s and held at the 
Pittsburgh Marriott North in Cranberry in July. Please consider volunteering to help make this event 
a success.  
 
Lastly, I would like to thank Wendy Grubbs for filling in as Consistory secretary this past month. It 
was much appreciated.  

 

I will do my best in the leadership role of the Consistory and continue to communicate to St. Peter’s 
members throughout the year.  If anyone has any questions or issues, please feel free to contact 
me directly. 

 

I pray that 2017 will be a great year for St. Peter’s as we continue to go about the work of the Lord.  

God Bless,  

Keith Weyman   



 

 

 SUMMER ACTIVITES FOR TNT, YOUTH GROUP & VBS NEWS 
 

End of Year Sunday School Celebration ~ June 11th  

 

     Summer is upon us already and it seems that it is here so fast. June 11 is 
our last day of Sunday school for most classes. Some will continue 
throughout the summer so check with your class for your summer schedule. 
The BIG NEWS is we are having a Red, White and Blue Sunday school 
Celebration. This will be held on the last day of Sunday school class, June 11 
in the Fellowship Room. We will be having an ice cream breakfast. This is 
something that the church I grew up in did every year and the tradition still 
goes on today. For those that can’t eat the ice cream there will also be fruit salad and apple crisp. 
Along with this wonderful food, there will be a talent show. If you have a talent, and would like to 
perform please contact Dick Williams or Ed Knauff. It is going to be a wonderful time!!! 

 

     Youth Group had their second fundraising dinner and it was a success. Nine students 
participated in all areas of the dinner. They made all the food, served it and cleaned up afterwards. 
What a great experience for the students to learn how to work together and accomplish such a great 
community event. We will be looking forward to seeing you at the next dinner on Friday, June 9. 

 

 TNT and Youth Group will continue to meet throughout the summer. I know that this can be 
difficult with vacation schedules but I feel it is important for the students to meet as much as they 
can during the summer months. I have a parents meeting planned for June 7 at 6pm in the 
Fellowship Room, this meeting is not just limited to the parents. If you have suggestions, questions 
or concerns, please try to attend this meeting. I am looking forward to discussing the direction that 
we want for our youth here at St. Peter’s Church. 

 

 Vacation Bible school is coming along pretty well. I want to thank so many people for 
stepping up and helping me on such a monumental task. I could not do it without so many people 
supporting me. I am still looking for a few teachers and certainly helpers for each part of the 
program. If you feel this is an area that interests you please contact me and we will find a place for 
you.  (Please also see the registration form at the end of this newsletter for our Hero Central VBS, 
July 30th thru August 3rd from 6-8pm.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Again, I want to thank you for the support you give me and our youth. Please feel free to contact me 
any time with comments or concerns. 

Yours in Christ, 

Randy  



 

 

Library Highlights for June - READ All About It! 

This month's library news starts out with a reading challenge thrown out to Pastor 
Jim's and Kendra's 5th-6th grade Sunday school class. Members of this class 
have been asked to read C. S. Lewis'  "The Chronicles of Narnia" series during 
the summer. There are seven books that comprise this wonderful series and the 
end goal is to find out if anyone will be up to the task of reading all seven. I will 
keep you posted via this column as to who all from the class has taken on this 
challenge and what progress they are making in the three months ahead. There 
are lots of lessons about God and His love to be found in the pages of each book and this will be a great way 
for these students to have some quality reading time as they get to know Peter, Susan, Edmund, Lucy, and 
of course, Aslan, the Great Lion. Another bit of news is that Mr. Randy will commit to reading "The Chronicles 
of Narnia", too, if there is at least one student who has signed up - stay tuned for next month's report! 
P.S. Late breaking news - Colton Marley has signed up to take part in the challenge, so Mr. Randy is now 
signed up, too!! Who else will there be to challenge Randy?!! 

BOOKS FOR PURPOSEQUEST 

With the recent downsizing of the contents in the church library, there were a number of books  and other 
materials purged. In trying to find good homes for at least some of the books, one of the places we came up 
with is a ministry called PurposeQuest led by Dr. John Stanko that was founded to send not just books, but 
other Christian materials as well as school items, to Africa. We were made aware of this ministry through 
Janet Helms, who is a founding member of the Kenya Christian Education Partnership (one of our 
benevolences) and after connecting with Dr. Stanko, the plan was made to pack up the children's books that 
had been removed from the library and have them be part of PurposeQuest's next shipment to Africa. and 
specifically, that our contributions would be sent to Tumaini Academy in Sololo, Kenya (the Christian school 
that we are now connected with through our giving to KCEP). A few weeks ago Pastor Jim took five boxes (a 
total of 470 children's books) to the facility in Monroeville where everything is being stored until the shipment 
is ready to go. Our prayer is that the children at Tumaini Academy will benefit as much from these books as 
our own St. Peter's kids did while they were part of our church library! 

PASTOR'S PICK 

This month, Pastor Jim has picked the DVD commentary 'Monumental', presented and produced by actor 
Kirk Cameron. This DVD was shown in our sanctuary on April 30 and those in attendance agreed that the 
historical basis for our country's beginnings as researched and explained by Kirk (and other Christians and 
renown historians who are interviewed on the DVD) doesn't bear much resemblance to what we were taught 
in school. As you watch the documentary, you will be inspired by the perseverance of the Pilgrims as they 
encountered so many roadblocks, so much hardship, and so much tragedy and loss as they made their way 
to America, and yet, in spite of everything, their collective faith in God never wavered. You will also be 
amazed as you see and hear about an actual monument in Plymouth, Massachusetts that stands as visible, 
tangible proof that our country was founded on principles that come directly from God's Word. In the DVD, 
Kirk Cameron does an admirable job of not only taking us back in time, but also moving us back to the 
present day with all that is going on in the United States, and he concludes with the thought that, on the basis 
of all that he learned throughout his journey, that America is still the greatest nation in the world and as God 
has blessed us from our humble beginnings, He is still blessing us today! Please consider taking 90 minutes 
to sit down (preferably with your whole family) and watch this powerful presentation that will undoubtedly 
make a tremendous impact upon you and your love of God and country! 
 
By the way, John Bevere's book "Good or God" (Pastor Jim's pick for May) is now available in the church 
library. You could be the first to check it out (literally and figuratively!) 
 
In closing for this month, I want to share a phrase from my teaching days that has stood the test of time - 
'Reading is FUNdamental' - find that out as you come to the church library, get a book or two, and have FUN 
reading this month!! 

In Christ's service, 
Pam North 



 

 

 

 

St. Peter’s would like to recognize all our high school, college, 
technical/trade school graduates in the July Newsletter.  If you would 
like to have your son or daughter acknowledged, please let Sheri know 
as soon as possible by email at smcmaster@stpzelie.org and please 
give her any information regarding which school your child attended and 
what his/her future plans are.  If possible, please also submit a 
graduation picture.  The deadline for submitting all information and 
pictures is Friday, June 23rd.   Thank You! 

Volunteer Ministry News 

From the pen of Pam 

 
KEEPING YOUR HANDS BUSY THIS SUMMER! 

As we embark upon the summer months ahead and as some people have schedules that are a little more 
free, I wanted to remind our church family of a few ongoing opportunities to serve God here at St. Peter's. I'm 
thinking specifically of two ministries that are such that you can help out from the comfort of your home and 
whenever you have a bit of spare time - you can make a BIG difference with just a little bit of effort! These 
ministries are always open to having people join with them, so I guess at this point I'd better satisfy 
everybody's curiosity and divulge their names (even though I know some of you have already figured out the 
ministries I'm speaking of) and invite any of you who are interested to join up with either Dorcas Circle (led by 
Betty Lighthiser) or Caps for Kids (led by Ruth Gross) for the next few months. As I already mentioned, both 
of these ministries have projects that anyone can begin at almost any time and you can receive instruction 
from Betty and Ruth. Many of you know that our Dorcas Circle women have made many useful items, such 
as eyeglass cases, neck pillows, quilted throws, walker and wheelchair tote bags, and they will soon begin to 
work on making extended length bibs for Creek Meadow nursing facility. The Dorcas Circle will actually be 
meeting on Tuesday, June 13 at 9:30 in the education building and anyone would be welcome to attend. Our 
Caps for Kids group is always either knitting or crocheting either caps or hats or scarves, looking ahead to 
those winter months when the cold will descend upon our area and people will need something to help them 
to keep warm. Ruth has some very simple patterns that she could easily explain to anyone who hasn't had 
much experience in the way of knitting or crocheting. Hopefully by now some of you have read enough to 
realize that you could be someone who could be part of either of these ministries for the summer (and 
perhaps even beyond). If you'd like to add something fun that will make a positive difference for the recipients 
of these two ministries, feel free to contact Betty (724-452-6861) or Ruth (724-452-9548) and these ladies 
can work with you to find some simple ways to enjoy the longer summer days, perhaps sitting outside and 
feeling a nice breeze while you are busy using your hands to bless someone's life! 
 
 
 

SAYING 'WELCOME' WITH A SMILE 

For the past few summers, we have asked for people to take a Sunday here or there and stand at one of our 
entrances to welcome people  (those who are visitors as well as those we know very well)  to our worship 
services each week. Some of you have been very faithful to join up with our parking lot greeters to do this at 
some of our entrances that are not routinely covered. This year the opportunity still exists, but without the 
need to sign up in advance. Please consider helping out, even if for only one or two Sundays. The reward of 
making someone feel welcomed before they even step into the sanctuary will compensate for any change in 
your schedule (getting to church 10-15 minutes earlier) because as you smile at someone, you will know that 
the Lord is smiling down upon you!   

tel:(724)%20452-6861
tel:(724)%20452-9548


 

 

(continued) Volunteer Ministry News 

From the pen of Pam 

 

'WE CARE' THANK YOUS 

Dear ‘We Care’ Group, 
 Just a note to thank all who help make up the we care group.  The special treats, notes and pillow 
cases mean a lot to our parents.  They so enjoy the visit and talk for days about such nice thoughtful gifts.  
To have you take the time out of your lives to sew them a gift really made them each feel special.  Your 
kindness and caring means so much to them and us.  May God Bless you in this ministry as we so 
appreciate all of you!  
        God’s Blessings, 
        Neal & Kathy Lutz 
        Evelyn Lutz, Harvey & Donna Rice 
 

This next note came to us on May 1, only a few weeks before Helen went home to heaven. We wanted to 
publish it so that the congregation would realize how much Helen felt a part of St. Peter's, even though she 
was not an official member. She appreciated our worship services as well as her participation in the Fidelity 
Class, and she especially valued the help and support she received from her dear friend Nina Kraynik, along 
with Sally Hamilton, Dottie and John Schulte, Cathy Powell, and Sheri McMaster. Here is what Helen wrote: 

Dear St. Peter's: 
Thanks for the friendly visit at Eastertime and the useful gifts. Although I'm unable to attend Sunday worship, 
I read the bulletin and newsletter from top to bottom. I was always fully involved in church activities all my life, 
and now I enjoy them in a much more limited way.  
God bless, 
Helen DeWald 

 

YARD SALE WRAP-UP 

It took many, many hands to do everything that was necessary to have what turned out to be a tremendously 
successful yard sale on May 6. So many willing workers showed up to get everything organized (mainly on 
Friday), then some of them actually came back to work at the sale along with other people who came that 
day, and others helped out with the tear-down process. Coordinating all the items from the Parish House with 
the contributions from so many of our church members was no small task, but resulted in lots of things to 
offer to the happy shoppers who came to the sale. To have the end result total more than $4000 is just 
amazing, so everyone who contributed anything in the way of time, talents, and 'stuff' made it possible for our 
youth group and our women's ministry to be grateful recipients of these funds. There are too many people to 
name individually, but we thank all of you for how you helped, and we certainly need to thank the organizers - 
Suzie Rape, Cath Rape, and Cindy Hart - along with Randy Herbe and our youth group members for putting 
forth much effort and energy to make sure that everything went as well as it could before, during, and after - 
God bless all of you!! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Dear St. Peter’s Reformed Church, 
 On behalf of the Zelienople Sk8park Committee we would like to “Thank You” for all 
the wonderful desserts and prayers you provided for our Fish Fry events.  This year we 
averaged approximately 600 dinners each week and could not have done this without 
your support and prayers. 
        God Bless, 
        Zelienople Sk8park Committee 
Dear St. Peter’s Reformed Church, 
 Thank you so much for your generous donation to ‘The Inn’ (maternity house).  Lives 
will be impacted because of our partnership!  We are overwhelmed by God’s grace and 
provision!  He has chosen to provide through YOU and we couldn’t be more grateful.  God 
has called us to care for the “least of these.”  Thank you for listening to that call with your 
financial support. 
        Blessings, 
        Christy (Life Choices) 
Dear St. Peter’s, 
 Thanks to all who helped out during our yard sale on May 6th:  Cindy Hart, Pam 
North, Lynn Meyers, Amy Pelletier, Ed & Sally Bennethum, Marla Clouse, Ralph Geis, 
Cathy Rape, Nina Kraynik, Ginni & Steve Smoke, Ruth Gross, Trent & Tina Geis, Janet 
LaRocca, Gene & Sandy Lee, Suzie Rape, Gary Knauff, Nancy Korczynski, Midge 
McCormick, Amanda Heilman and children, Randy & Denise Herbe and the entire youth 
group kids!!  Many hands make light work and the proceeds of this sale will be divided 
between our Women’s Ministry and the Youth Group. 
        Thanks again, 
        Suzie Rape 
Dear St. Peter’s Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the lovely birthday cards and the beautiful and unique 
flower arrangement.  Your thoughtfulness was truly touching and helpful to make my 
90th extra special.  Again, my sincere thanks and appreciation to all. 
        Sincerely, 
        Jane Gilchrist 

CONFIRMATION COMMUNION OFFERING 

June 4, 2017 
St. Peter's will be sending our June 4th communion 
offering to a local family who has just found out their 2 1/2 
year old son, Simon, was diagnosed with neuroblastoma.  
The treatment is extensive including chemotherapy, 
radiation and stem cell transplants for 18 months.  The 
family could use help with travel, medical fees and other 
expenses.  Anything is appreciated and of course, prayers 
and positive thoughts!  



 

 

  Hands Helping Hearts 

            Jesus didn't come to be served, HE came to SERVE.  

                            THE GREATEST AMONG YOU MUST BE A SERVANT.    

            MATTHEW 23:11 NLT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friday, June 9th ~ 5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Room 

June’s menu:  Picnic Dinner  - Hamburgers, Hotdogs and all the picnic foods that go along with it. 

The proceeds from the dinner will go towards the St. Peter’s Youth mission trip fund.  
Please come out to help support our youth!! 

CPR UPDATE FROM  

THE CROSS ~ ERIE 

 

With just May to go in our first year as the CPR church partner, we are starting to see progress.  The first few 
months of the arrangement were great for tilling, planting, and watering, but with new ministries in place and 
efforts in being more visible, we are finally starting to see a harvest towards sustainability.  A couple high 
marks from April: April 30th served as a record non-holiday attendance, the month on a whole was the 
highest total attendance we have ever had, congregational giving (excluding outside support) was the second 
highest monthly total in the last three years.  Our commitment levels are up as we have more than doubled 
our membership so far this year, plus two more planned for this week. 

 
This summer we are looking forward to plans of launching more ministries, becoming more visible, and 
continuing to serve the most lost of our society.  As May begins, we are already missing our college students, 
but the foot traffic of our downtown population begins to increase and we have plans to serve them from our 
porch to increase our ministry.  In the last year, we've come to realize how important church-partnerships 
must be for us going forward.  The denomination is putting in an effort to highlight how others can come on 
board with us through providing us materials and giving us a forum at the Annual Gathering.  I have also had 
some really productive meetings with some of the largest churches in Erie as they seek to address the 
poverty downtown. 
 
Many of our updates have involved the individual impacts that your contributions have been able to make on 
the lost of Erie, but the impact is going even further towards making a sustainable community up here as 
well, and we appreciate it. 
 
 

Blessings and Many Thanks from Chuck Nelson 

   HE-brews café 

HEBREWS CAFÉ has raised $334 this past quarter to 
help support A Circle of Friends.  Thank you for supporting 
this cause through a cup of coffee or tea.  We will be 
closed for the summer, see you all back on Sunday, 
September 3rd!! 

Serving HIM and you! Ethan, Julia, Matthew and Walker  



 

 

Women’s Ministry  News 
 

The “Daughters of the King” Banquet was a success again this year.  Seventy women and young 
girls met on Thursday, May 11th to share in a fun social time while enjoying a delicious buffet from Z
-town Café.   Flora Cowan entertained us with her flannel graph presentation of the ever faithful and 
loyal woman of the Bible, “Ruth”.   We also enjoyed some time with singing.   It was a great time 
getting together with our Christian sisters and daughters!  Thank you to Randy Herbe and his crew 
in serving the food and in cleaning up.   
  
The Baby Bottle Campaign to support the Women’s Choice Network began on Mother’s Day, May 
14th, and will go until Father’s Day, June 18th.  The donations will help the Women’s Choice 
Network provide aid to women, men and their pre-born babies in the Pittsburgh area.  There are 
baskets in the Meet and Greet area to pick up a bottle if you have not done so and would like to 
contribute to this great ministry.  There also is a basket marked for return bottles with your 
donations.  
  
We will have a business meeting on Tuesday, June 6 at 7 pm in the upstairs of the Educational 
Building.  We will be discussing how we may help with the 4 C’s Conference.  Please come join us 
and share your ideas. 
  
In Christ, 
Marla Clouse 
 

Happy June Anniversary to: 

         

Ralph & Ruth Gross ~ June 14 ~ 57 years 

Bob & Judy Marshall ~ June 18 ~ 51 years 

Happy June Birthday to:  

  

Arlene McCandless ~ June 20 ~ 84 years young 

Delores (Suzie) Rape ~ June 21 ~ 84 years young 

Annabelle Davey ~ June 24 ~ 87 years young 

Ralph Gross ~ June 27 ~ 87 years young 

 

ST. PETER’S FOOD CUPBOARD MONTH TO HELP IS IN JUNE 

 

We have been given the month of June to help with the food cupboard this year.  We need help on 
Tuesday, June 13

th
 from 9:00-11:00am and then again on Tuesday, June 20

th
 from 9:00-

11:00am and at night from 6:45-8:00pm for distribution.  If you have any questions, please 
see or call Cathy Rape at (724) 452-4936.  Thank You!! 



 

 

 
June 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Head Usher 

For June 

Cathy Rape 

 

   
 

1 
11:30am 
Ministerium ~ 

Fellowship Room 

5pm Video Announ. 

~ Ed. Bldg. 

7pm Intercessory 
Prayer Group ~ Ed. 

Bldg. 

2 
 

 

 

 

3 
 

4 
Communion Sunday 

Confirmation/New 
Members 

9am Confirmation 
Class Breakfast  ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

6pm Youth Group 

Mtg. ~ Ed. Bldg. 

5 6 
7pm Elder’s Mtg. 
~ Ed. Bldg. 

7pm Women’s 
Ministry Business 
Mtg. Ed. Bldg. 

7 
9am  Prayer Group  

7pm Senior Choir 

7pm The Journey ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

7pm Strategic 
Planning Mtg. ~ Ed. 

Bldg. 

8 
5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

9 
9-4pm Church 

Office Closed 

 

5-6:30pm 

Community Dinner 

~ Fellowship Rm. 

 

10 

11 

Baptism Sunday 

 

9am Sunday School 
End of Year 
Celebration ~ 

Fellowship Room 

 

12 
6:30pm TNT Mtg. ~ 

Fellowship Room 

13 
9-11am Food 
Cupboard help needed 
@ Zion Church 

9:30am Dorcas Circle 
Mtg. ~ Ed. Bldg. 

7pm Consistory Mtg. 
(All Welcome)  

Ed. Bldg. 

14 
9am  Prayer Group  

12:30pm We Care 

Visitations 

1:30pm 500 Card 

Game ~ F. Rm. 

4pm Feed My Sheep 

prep work ~ F. Rm. 

7pm The Journey ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

15 

5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

 

7pm Intercessory 
Prayer Group ~  Ed. 

Bldg. 

16 
9-4pm Church 

Office Closed 

 

5-7pm Pendal/ 

Mellott Wedding 

Rehearsal  

~ Sanctuary 

 

17 

18 

 

19 
7pm Strategic 

Planning Mtg. ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

20 

9-11am Food 
Cupboard help needed 

6:45-8pm Food 
Cupboard Distribution 
help needed 

 

All at Zion Lutheran 
Church 

21 
9am  Prayer Group  

4pm Feed My Sheep 

prep work ~ F. Rm. 

7pm The Journey ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

7pm AFSP Support 

Group ~ Ed. Bldg. 

22 
5pm Video 
Announcements ~ 

Ed. Bldg. 

 

23  

5:30pm Bertoti/

Stauffer Wedding 

Rehearsal ~ 

Sanctuary 

 

 

24 
2pm Bertoti/

Stauffer Wedding 

~ Sanctuary 

25 
11:30-4pm 
Katherine 
Thomas using 
Fellowship Room 

26 
6:30pm TNT Mtg. ~ 

Fellowship Room 

27 
 

28 
9am  Prayer Group  

4pm Feed My Sheep 

prep work ~ F. Rm. 

7pm The Journey ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

29 
5pm Video 
Announcements 
~ Ed. Bldg. 

30  



 

 

VBS Registration Form  
(One Form per Child) 

 

General Information: 
Student Name ______________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name ________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Email Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Numbers:  Home _____________________________________ 

    Cell ______________________________________ 

Date of Birth _______________________     Age _________________ 

Last Grade Completed _________________                                (Week of VBS) 

 

Emergency Information: 
Emergency Contact ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________    Work ___________________________________ 

 

Cell _______________________________________ 

 

Allergies/Medical Information/Other _______________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Public Relations Information: 

Home Church _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did you hear of our VBS? ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Friends attending the VBS/Church? _______________________________________________________ 

 

Church Use ONLY:  
 
Hero Group _______________________    Leader _______________________ 

 

Are parents/siblings/guardians/family members helping with VBS?  ________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

*** If your child has Special Needs, please ask for the secondary form for Special Needs Considerations.  Thanks you! *** 


