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From the president… 
 
As some of you know, I have a black Labrador retriever who lives with 
me... or at least I thought I did. Over time, though, I have realized that I have 
that relationship backwards. 
  
It turns out that I live with her – she runs the house and I am her servant. 
Whether she needs to go out, come in, get fed, or simply get a different 
treat, I am summoned to handle the duty. In fact, I have been summoned 
three times in the time it has taken to write these few sentences.  
 
It’s often a bark but the real memorable ones are in the middle of the night 
with a wet nose on whatever body part is sticking out from under the covers. 
Although that is a very effective wake-up call, the time it 
happens isn’t consistent enough to serve any purpose.  
 
For whatever reason, I have only recently realized who is in charge and 
I can’t remember the exact point when it happened, but I know it did. It has 
made me notice how many other things are in place that also just seem to 
“happen.” Here at St. Peter’s, we have had a lot of things that just seem to 
happen and, once you take a step back to consider, it really is amazing.  
 
We’ve done some incredible things here this year, despite not having a 
pastor and I appreciate all those who have contributed.  A lot of things 
happen behind the scenes that we take for granted and I wanted to take a 
moment to let everyone know that it is appreciated, even if 
unrecognized. I  wouldn’t even try to name names because I doubt I know 
them all and wouldn’t want to forget anyone.  
 
This would typically be the kind of message that would be conveyed 
at Thanksgiving but I don’t want to rush summer along – I very much 
appreciate the warm weather and am not looking forward to the colder 
weather. I’ve already seen the first sign of fall – two deer are again sleeping 
in my front yard so they’re close the farmer’s corn fields as they ripen.   
 
Also, the way things are moving, I anticipate there will be much to write about 
as we ready for another holiday season. So now, before I get summoned 
again by another bark, I wanted to let everyone know that all the little things 
that get done to make our church special are very much appreciated and look 
forward to them continuing as we undertake some more changes.  
 
Thanks for all you do,  
Bill  

August 
2026 



Note from Pastoral Search Committee 

 
Greetings St. Peter’s Congregation, 

 

I  would like to start this note by affirming our mission and vision. 

 

Mission Statement: To prayerfully identify and call a pastor who is 

grounded in God’s Word, led by the Spirit, and committed to uniting 

and shepherding our church as we grow in Christ and reach the least, 

the lost, and the lonely. 

 

Vision Statement: To see our church strengthened, united, and 

spiritually mature under a pastor who faithfully leads us in knowing, 

loving, and following Jesus Christ. 

 

I want to thank the committee members for all their time, collaboration and commitment as this 
process is now moving along swiftly. We want to thank the Elders, Consistory, and Congregation for 
the support and prayers. We are seeking God’s guidance and direction throughout this process, and 
your support has been invaluable. 

As an update, we have completed first round interviews with four candidates and have moved 
forward to second round interviews with three candidates. A leading candidate has been identified. 
Multiple committee members attended an in-person sermon last week and we have an in-person 
meeting with him scheduled for this week.   We are excited and optimistic about progress while 
continuing to seek God’s guidance and leading as we prayerfully seek the future shepherd of St. 
Peter’s Reformed Church. 

 

In Christ, 

Jessica McGuinness, 
Chairman, Pastoral Search Committee 

 



Pause for Prayer 

August 2026 

 

The Prayer Team would like to remind the congregation, and anyone else who is in need, that on 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month you are invited to come to a dedicated healing/intercessory 
prayer session and be prayed over by the team. This time is set apart each month whether you are 
seeking prayer for healing physically or mentally, support to get through difficult seasons, or 
whatever else you need prayer for. This invitation is for anyone so please feel free to pass this 
information along to someone you know that may need prayer. Please know that we are dedicated 
to your privacy and will keep your prayer concerns amongst the team. If you are uncomfortable in a 
group setting, please contact us to make your concerns known so that we can accommodate you. 

 

The LORD in His goodness, mercy, and love is blessing this church in so many ways. He is 
directing us into more and more prayer. It is His desire that we pray and lift each other up as we 
need it as the day of the LORD draws near. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have further 
questions. Even if you are unable to come in, please reach out to us. You are not alone. We are 
praying even now for those who have special need of Him.  

 

In the love of Christ, 

 

Sarah Andrews, Intercessory Prayer Team Lead 

THANK YOU’S 

 

Dear St. Peter’s Church Family, 

 

 I want to thank you all for the prayers, cards, phone calls during Gary’s recent 

passing.  They meant the world to me and gave me great comfort.  Also, thank you so 

much for the wonderful funeral dinner and  the beautiful throw. 

        God Bless you all! 

        Shirley Knauff 



Consistory Update 

  
 Approved plans for our youth to continue to work with the youth of Park United Presbyterian 

 Discussed plans for a healing service in the near future  

 Set a date for dinner and a movie (A Great Awakening) for August 15 

 Received a positive report from the Pastoral Search Committee 

                       Uganda TPL Mission Dinner 

               Jesus didn't come to be served, HE came to SERVE.  

THE GREATEST AMONG YOU MUST BE A SERVANT.    

MATTHEW 23:11 NLT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Friday, August 14th ~ 5:00-6:30pm in our Fellowship Room 

August’s menu:  Pot Roast, Salad, Rolls, Drinks and Desserts. 

UGANDA TPL TEAM UPDATE 
 

Greetings St. Peter’s, 
 

We are getting closer to going to Uganda. An anonymous donor has helped us with the high airline 
tickets due to fuel cost. We are so grateful for the added help. To the sponsors of the children at the 
orphanage, we were able to send $800 to help cover school fees. The orphanage has just brought 
in three more children. A set of twin boys and their sister. Joseph is doing a great service to the 
community and without your support none of this could have happened. Our new village is still 
progressing and we will find out what our next project will be for this year in the upcoming months. 
In other news, Mark Bishop is returning on October 17. He has become a great friend and really 
supports us by giving us a break on the cost to bring him here. He is a Grammy nominated musician 
and has a true heart for God. His concerts are always uplifting and entertaining. More details on this 
event in next month's newsletter. As always, thank you for your continued support and hope to see 
you at the next dinner. 
 
God Bless, 
Uganda Mission Team TPL 
 



The gardeners of St. Peter's would 
like to invite you to partake in their 
abundance from their gardens.  
Each week, produce will be offered 
to the congregation AFTER the 
service.  It is a first come, first 
served basis, at no cost to you. 
(Please do not take items prior to 
service.) 

 

This is open to everyone, member, 
visitor or guest. This offering is 
simply folks sharing their harvest 
with their church community. 
(Leftovers will be donated to the 
Ellwood City Food Cupboard).  

 

We plan to offer items in the Meet 
& Greet area each week through 
Labor Day weekend.  

Abundance Gardening 

Psalm 65:11 

You crown the year with your bounty, and 

your carts overflow with abundance. 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 

ALL CHURCH PICNIC  

AFTER THE CHURCH SERIVCE ON  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH (RALLY DAY) 

 

MORE INFORMATION TO COME,  

BUT MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!! 

PULPIT SCHEDULE 
Here is the list of folks who will be filling our pulpit over the next few months. Just as reminder, we are not 
providing this list so people can choose whom they want to hear. Instead, we expect the congregation to 
come together and worship every Sunday, but we also realize that there are work schedules to consider and, 
sometimes, that work schedule needs to be juggled fit.  

 

Aug. 2:  Randy Herbe    Sept. 6:  Randy Herbe 

Aug. 9:  Mauri Smith    Sept. 13: Mauri Smith 

Aug. 16: Randy Herbe    Sept. 20: Reid Moon 

Aug. 23: Mauri Smith    Sept. 27: Open 

Aug. 30: Win Groseclose 



 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER FOOD CUPBOARD  

557 Perry Highway  

Harmony, PA 16037  

Phone: 724.453.4184 

Website: www.swbfoodcupboard.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Below you will find the current food needs for the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard.  
 
Canned Fruit 
Beans 
Helper Meals 
Condensed soup 
Chef Boyardee 
Mac & Cheese 
Pasta 
Pasta sauce 
Egg noodles 
Oatmeal 
Single serve snack items for kids 
Shelf stable pizza crust 
Pizza sauce 
Cereal 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly 
Dessert mixes (brownie, cake, cookie) 
Juice boxes 
 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity to the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard. 

Blessings, Erin Makowski, Director 

Happy August Birthday to: 
 

Rick Meyers ~ August 12 ~ 83 years young 

 

Happy August Anniversary to: 

 

Rick & Lynn Meyers ~ August 16 ~ 58 years 

Randy & Cindy Hart ~ August 24 ~ 52 years 

 





LIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS FOR AUGUST -  
Read All About It!! 
 
 

 

Now that summer is fully upon us, why not take a break and relax from the heat and humidity, with a 
good book from our church library book?  

We have two new fiction books recently added to our library as follows: 

 

Vanished by Dr. David Jeremiah with Sam O’Neal: ‘John “Haggs” Haggerty is the leader of a 
special military unit charged with stopping potential pandemics before they spread, so he has a 
front-row seat to the sharp increase in natural disasters—including plagues, earthquakes, famines, 
wars, and rumors of war. And each catastrophe is becoming more intense. His best friend and right-
hand man, Caleb, believes they’re signs of the impending Rapture—but Haggs just sees a world in 
pain. Meanwhile, his own life feels like it’s falling apart. He’s still caught in the grief of messing up 
his relationship with his ex-wife, and he’s trying to keep it together so that he can show up for his 
adult daughter before she wants him out of her life entirely. As both personal and professional 
situations push him to the brink, Haggs finds himself stretched further than ever in his desire to be 
the kind of good person he knows he should be. Just when it seems as if things might turn around, 
Haggs is forced to decide between his need to find solutions and his need for personal redemption. 
And the world will never be the same.’ 

 

Conspiracy, Book 3 of the Sanctuary series by Colleen Coble: ‘Just as wildlife veterinarian 
Paradise Alden begins to envision a future with Blake Lawson, the ghosts of her past return with a 
vengeance. The murder of her parents has shadowed her for fifteen years, but a new threat brings 
the cold case into the terrifying present. A trained leopard—a chilling embodiment of Paradise’s 
deepest fears—is now stalking her. Haunted by resurfacing memories, Paradise, Blake, and her 
newfound brother, Drew, follow a trail of clues that leads them into a web of dark family secrets. The 
deeper they dig, the more shocking the connections become, linking their families to a dangerous 
conspiracy that someone is still willing to kill to protect. With every step closer to the truth, the killer 
becomes more desperate. Paradise, Blake, and Drew must race to expose a murderer who has 
remained hidden for fifteen years, but his time, they are the ones being stalked. If they can’t unmask 
the killer, the past will destroy both the fragile future Paradise and Blake are trying to build and the 
family she has finally found with her brother. A conspiracy of lemurs is a family. But a conspiracy of 
people can be deadly.’ 

 

Happy August reading!!! 

 

 

            

  



REACHING OUT THROUGH OUTREACH MINISTRIES  by Pam North 

 

WILLING WORKER REMINDER 

Do you need a Willing Worker? As we start to move through the end of the summer and into 
the fall (not that I want to rush the change of seasons), some of you may have some things 
around the house (both inside and out) that you would like to have done that you aren't as 
able to do as you used to. We would like to remind you that we have some helping hands in the form of 
Willing Workers who have signed up and are waiting to use their particular skills in order to help with 
whatever need you might have (and if your need involves transportation or shopping or something else, we 
can help with that, too.) Please call the church office (724-452-8120) and check with me - and you can also 
talk with Sheri or Sarah – so that we can pair you up with the right person! 

 

SENIOR SAINTS LUNCHEON 

Thanks to everyone who attended our recent Senior Saints luncheon and program on June 26th – 33 people 
in all! Randy Herbe, along with help from Denise Herbe and Jim Schulz, prepared a wonderful luncheon (and 
Nancy Korczynski donated a delicious Texas sheet cake for dessert) and Tom Nesbitt presented a very 
interesting program titled 'Find A Grave', which is an online tool that allows people to search for and then 
document where a loved one is buried (and this ranges out all over our country). Tom used some of his own 
family members as examples of some of his successful searches and we all found out that we could search 
for family gravesites that could go way back in history! We also engaged in a sing-a-long of some of our well-
loved patriotic songs, both before and after Tom's presentation. Special thanks to Sheri McMaster and Sarah 
Andrews for their help doing whatever needed doing to help things go smoothly. Food, fellowship, friends, 
and an opportunity to learn something new made it a great way to spend a few hours on a hot summer day!! 

 

MEN'S MINISTRY – CHRISTIAN BROTHERHOOD 

If memory serves me correctly, our Men's Ministry (originally under the leadership of Gene Lee) was restarted 
in February of 2023 with Jeff Fyock serving as the leader and the ministry has done much to bring honor and 
glory to the Lord under Jeff's committed and capable leadership. Recently, Jeff has stepped away from 
leading the ministry (but is still actively involved), and Ron Double has assumed the leadership duties. I 
wanted to share in this article what is currently listed on our St. Peter's website (written by Jeff) that gives a 
great snapshot of all that this ministry encompasses, so here goes: 

 

“Our Men's Ministry activities are open to all men of St. Peter's, ages 13 and above. We focus on three primary 
paths to further the Kingdom of our Lord. 

 

Increase of knowledge of God's plan and expectations for men comes through the study of the Bible and 
associated learning opportunities. 

By supporting service engagements for our church family and community, our men strive to fulfill Christ's 
directive to be selfless and providers for those in need. 

Through social events, our men build broad-based and strong relationships with our Christian brothers. 

 

Men's Bible studies are held weekly. Service projects are supported as church families' needs arise, with 
community projects being scheduled on an annual basis. Social gatherings are held several times a year.” 

 

No matter whether they are taking part with our youth and other folks to do an outside cleaning project at 
Creek Meadows, or meeting to study God's Word (they have currently been meeting on Thursday evenings), 
or preparing for one of their now famous chili cook-offs, this ministry is truly doing great things for God! 

If you are age 13 and older, you can certainly be part of this vital ministry of St. Peter's. If you would like to 
join or have any questions, you can get in touch with Ron Double at 724-355-4556 or call me at the church 
office at 724-452-8120. And thank you, Jeff, for your dedicated leadership and service to God these 
past several years. 

Have a blessed August as you live each day in the light of God's love! 



Youth Ministry Minute 

August 2026 

 

Summer is in full swing and these kids were busy! Whether it was camps, vacations, jobs, or helping 
me decorate for VBS, they still remain dedicated to this church family. As I watch them grow, I am 
amazed at how the LORD is transforming them to be servants that glorify Him and not themselves. 
They are ready to take on whatever is needed of them with a joyful spirit and for that I am ever 
grateful.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the kids that participated in VBS. They led groups, they 
assisted Crew Leaders, they were a teacher’s right hand, and they were an encouragement to the 
little future leaders of the body of Christ. Thank you to EVERY single youth that helped make VBS a 
success. The Wednesday before VBS, I was a bit stressed to say the least because I hadn’t started 
decorating yet. When I asked the youth to help me begin, they pressed on full steam ahead. Oh, to 
be filled with the seemingly never ending source of energy! Those were the days (as I contemplate 
my slow depletion of energy over the years).  

                   continued on next page 

What’s New in Christian Education? 

August 2026 

 

VBS 2026 is in the books! 

 

What an amazing week we had! Day 1 is always a bit chaotic because we need to get into the 
rhythm of things. But once we settled in the rest was a breeze! We had lots of laughs and relatively 
no cries which is a success in itself! We ended up with 28 registered children and boy were they 
ready to learn and embrace the Irish Adventure through Psalm 23! What a bright and joyful group of 
children and I pray that God will give growth to the seeds that have been planted. Thank you to 
everyone who participated in some way and before you know it the next VBS will be upon us so get 
your rest in now, ha-ha. 

 

Coming next on September 6th is Rally Day. There will be a church picnic following services 
(services inside and picnic outside). Food will be catered with potluck dessert. A sign up sheet will 
be at the Welcome Center closer to the event. This is our official close to the summer, moving into 
the new Sunday School year with classes beginning September 13th from 9am-10am. More 
information to come on class information.  

 

Thank you for your support of the education of our church family and the Christian Education 
Committee looks forward to another year of growing closer to Christ together. 

 

In Christ, 

Sarah Andrews, Director of Christian Education 



I also learned a lot, this being my first experience directing VBS. VBS is a family event. And I don’t 
just mean families bringing their kids to participate. My meaning that family comes together to make 
God’s will happen. I have learned and now see that we all have gifts and talents that God has 
endowed upon us. Where one family member is weak, another is strong. I am not meant to go at this 
alone and God revealed to me the many blessings of Him through my precious church family. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who signed up to take part in this Adventure through Psalm 23. We learned 
more about Psalm 23 than we thought we would and may still be singing the songs, ha-ha (I am). 
Thank you for EVERYONE who blessed me with their willingness to lend a hand to carry heavy 
burdens (figuratively and literally), brought creativity to liven up the settings, used carpentry skills to 
build sets at the last second, dealt with technical issues, broke down the decorations, captured 
photos and videos to preserve this moment in time, donations of craft items, and whatever else I 
may be missing. Please know that it was all appreciated and I wouldn’t have been able to do ANY of 
this without you. My deep gratitude has been lifted up to God to bring blessings and favor to you all. 

 

I am proud to announce that we will have an abundance of donations to present to New Castle City 
Rescue Mission. What a wonderful job the families of VBS did along with you all at St. Peter’s! Here 
is a count of items collected. Thank you for blessing kids for back to school this year! 

 

 
 

In closing, I would like to reiterate how much I love you all. I am blessed to be a part of this church 
and I look forward to more amazing things to come. Until next time lads and lasses! 

 

In Christ,  
Sarah Andrews, Director of Youth Engagement 

Folders 37 Pencil Cases 5 

Notepads/Dry Erase 
Boards 

33 

  

Glue Sticks 42 

Index Cards 2 pks Glue Bottles 7 

Crayons 37 pks Bookbags 11 

Pencils 20 pks Water Bottles 4 

Rulers 4 Pillows 2 

Colored Pencils 14 pks Clothing 75 items 

Markers 21 pks Toothbrushes 75 

Pencil Sharpeners 6 Toothpaste 6 

Pens 20 pks Hand Sanitizer/Wipes 13 bottles/pks 

Scissors 8 Hygiene/Misc 58 items 

Erasers 19 pks Grand Total 519 pks/items collected 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday 

School  

9:00 am 

 

Worship 

10:15 am 

Head Usher 

for 

August 

Rex Brown 

 

 

   
 

 1 
2:30pm 
Collins/Gould 
Wedding ~ 
Sanctuary 

2  

11:30am Coffee 

Social ~ Meet n’ 

Greet 

3 

5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 
Fellowship Rm. 

6:30pm Elder’s 

Mtg. ~ Ed. Bldg. 

 

4 
1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. Rm. 

5 
9am Prayer Group  

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ F. Rm. 

6pm Journey 

7pm Choir practice 
~ Sanctuary 

6 
6:30pm YG Mtg. ~ 
Youth Room 

7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Ed. Bldg. 

7 
7pm Youth Lock-In 

at the Church 

8 
8am Pick-up Youth 
from the Lock-in 

9 

 
 

10 
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 
Fellowship Rm. 

 

11 

1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. Rm. 

6:30pm Consistory 
Mtg. ~ Ed. Bldg. 

(All Welcome) 

12 

9am Prayer Group 

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ F. Rm. 

6pm Journey 

6:30pm TNT 
Campfire Sing-A-
Long @ Park UPC 

13 
7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Ed. Bldg. 

14 
5-6:30pm Uganda 

Mission Dinner ~ 

Fellowship Room 

15 
5pm Dinner & 
Movie Night ~ 
Fellowship Rm. & 
Sanctuary 

16 17 
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 
Fellowship Rm. 

18 
1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. Rm. 

 

19 

9am Prayer Group 

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ F. Rm. 

6pm Journey 

6:30pm YG Mtg. ~ 
Youth Rm. 

20 

7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Ed. Bldg. 

21 
 

22 

23 24 
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 
Fellowship Rm. 

25 

1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. Rm. 

26 

9am Prayer Group  

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ F. Rm. 

6pm Journey 

6pm Choir Picnic 
@ Dottie Schulte’s 
house 

27 
7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Ed. Bldg.  

28 29 

30 

 

 

31 
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 
Fellowship Rm. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 

August 2026 



DINNER & A MOVIE NIGHT AT ST. PETER’S REFORMED 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15TH 
 

5:00PM is the DINNER in the Fellowship Room and the MOVIE           
“A Great Awakening” to be shown after dinner in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

Please come and enjoy a great free evening out with your St. Peter’s 
church family and bring friends, all are welcome!! 
 

A FEW LOOKING AHEAD EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER: 

 

Ladies Fellowship of the 4C’s 

Allegheny Fellowship Fall Retreat 

Fri. evening/Sat. afternoon, Sept. 25 & 26 

More information to follow next month 

 

AND 

 

13TH Annual Ride for Hope 

Pine Valley Camp 

Saturday, Sept. 26 

More information to follow next month 


