
St. Peter’s Reformed Church 

320 E. Grandview Avenue 

Zelienople, PA  16063 

(724) 452-8120 

stpzelie.org 

Th
e
 J

o
y
fu

l 
N

o
is
e
le

tt
e
r 

A
 

P
U

B
L

I
C

A
T

I
O

N
 

O
F

 
S

T
.

 
P

E
T

E
R

’
S

 
R

E
F

O
R

M
E

D
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 
July 
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From the president…  

Over the course of time, there are questions that seemingly have no answer 
but get stuck in your mind just the same. For years, I contemplated whether or 
not the light really goes out when you close the refrigerator door. 

Then, they made refrigerators with glass doors and I no longer needed 
to ponder such conundrums. However, the pause was not forever. I came 
across a new unanswerable question that I can’t imagine I’ll ever be able 
to answer.   

Why did kamikaze pilots wear helmets? War is a terrible thing and the 
Japanese took it to a whole new level. From everything I’ve studied there 
were shortages of everything by the time they had to stoop to the level 
of kamikaze warfare and I assume that would have included helmets, yet 
successful pilots did not return them.   

No matter how much sense that question may make to me, there is nothing I 
could ever do to get a logical answer ... but that doesn’t keep the question 
from popping into my head when I least expect it.   

I've come to understand that there will always be questions that either have 
no answer or have no guarantees. Some are mundane and irrelevant like the 
one that’s popping through my head now.   

Others are not quite so mundane but still have no guaranteed answers. We 
will be facing one soon as St. Peter’s Reformed Church. The decision may 
not be imminent but the search committee is proceeding steadily and there 
will be a decision to be made, in God’s time.    

The answer about what person will be the right fit between the congregation 
and pastor is about as crucial as any we will make. As with any group of any 
size, unanimity is not going to happen but we need to do the best we can.   

There are those who are not fans of hearing just one candidate and voting as 
our constitution and bylaws call for... but that process has worked many times 
before. We will be providing as many opportunities as possible for the next 
candidate to meet us and for us to meet him but as busy as schedules are 
now, all may not have the opportunity they want.   

We also know from the quick survey we did at the beginning of the process 
that there will be no perfect candidate. Let’s all pray that we keep an open 
mind and get the best possible candidate that fits.  

Thanks for all you do,   

Bill   



Note from Pastoral Search Committee 

 
Greetings St. Peter’s Congregation, 

 

An update from the Pastoral Search Committee.  I would like to start this note by affirming our 
mission and vision. 

 

Mission Statement: To prayerfully identify and call a pastor who is 
grounded in God’s Word, led by the Spirit, and committed to uniting 

and shepherding our church as we grow in Christ and reach the least, 
the lost, and the lonely. 

 
Vision Statement: To see our church strengthened, united, and 

spiritually mature under a pastor who faithfully leads us in knowing, 
loving, and following Jesus Christ. 

 

First, I want to thank the committee members for all their time and commitment. 

 

Second, we want to thank the Elders, Consistory, Congregation and prayer warriors for the support 
and prayers. We are continually strengthened by prayer during this process.  We continue to keep 
God’s will and direction at the forefront.  

 

Third, thus far we have received 8 applications.  We have completed first round interviews for two 
candidates and have scheduled two more first round interviews.   As we complete the current first 
round of interviews, we will begin evaluating and selecting candidates for second-round interviews.  
While we are optimistic about progress, we are mindful to continue with due diligence and will trust 
God’s guidance and will keep praying for the future pastor of St. Peter’s Reformed Church. 

 

Kind regards, 

Ron Double chairman 



A Pause for Prayer 

July 2026 

***Please Read*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ has given us the Church in order to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, craftiness in deceitful schemes 
(Ephesians 4:12-14). What is one way that the Church is able to help one another accomplish this with all the 
effects of sin? Ephesians 6:18 says, “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Prayer. We are 
told to pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17). That scripture doesn’t mean just for ourselves but for all 
the Lord’s people. 

 

One of the ways that the Holy Spirit is moving in St. Peter’s is reminding us of this. This is His desire; to pray 
for the needs of others. In 1 Timothy 2:1-4 it says, “I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to 
help them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them…This is good and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.” Did you catch that? Who wants everyone to 
be saved and understand the truth. Saved in our souls, saved in our minds, and saved in our bodies             
(1 Thessalonians 5:23). He doesn’t want anyone to perish but to have life! 

 

With that being said, the Intercessory Prayer Team has opened up the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
9am, for anyone to come in who would like to be prayed for. Your request could be for healing of the body, 
soul, and mind, for personal strongholds, or whatever difficulty you are facing. This is what 1 Timothy 2:1-4 is 
saying. The truth sets us free and the truth is for freedom Christ has set us free (Galatians 5:1)! No matter 
what you are facing, Christ can set us free from it. Freedom to know that there is a hope for life and light in 
this dark world. Our lives aren’t without suffering but we have the One who endured suffering until the point of 
death and was risen by the Spirit of the Living God so that we can rejoice in our suffering knowing that we are 
risen with Him! This world cannot keep us bound when we have faith in the One who looses bonds. Praise 
God for His might! 

 

Prayer for you is not limited to just Wednesday mornings. If you would like prayer after service on Sunday, 
we will pray for you, and any other time you need it. Please don’t allow the spirit of fear to keep you from 
being prayed for by your brothers and sisters. For God does not bring a spirit of fear but of power, love, and a 
sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). Our team is dedicated to you and will never stop praying for you in the love of 
Christ. Please remember we also have a prayer request box by the message board in the breezeway. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to Sarah Andrews. 

 

In Christ’s Service, Sarah Andrews, Intercessory Prayer Team Lead 



What’s New in Christian Education? 

 

Even though summer is here there are still 
opportunities to grow in the knowledge of Jesus 
and fellowship together! Adult Sunday School is 
meeting from 9am to 10am throughout the 
summer. 

 

The Berean Class will meet in the left corner 
classroom upstairs in the Education Building. 
They are currently taking lessons from Greek 
word studies. 

 

The Fellowship Class will meet in the Fellowship Room on the ground floor. That class will be 
studying The Scripture Practice by John Mark Comer and Practicing the Way, a guide to reading the 
Bible as an apprentice to Jesus.  

 

St. Peter’s would also like to offer a gift to you! With RightNow Media you now have access to over 
25,000 Bible study videos and studies to help you grow in your faith. Whether you are looking to 
increase your knowledge by yourself, in a group, are a teacher, or leader, RightNow Media has 
content to help you! Please check your emails for a personal invitation from RightNow Media to 
create an account or see the Welcome Center or the back of the Sanctuary for a flyer to help you 
sign up. You can also use the QR code below to gain quick access to the link. Just take a picture 
with your phone camera and it will direct you to the RightNow Media link! A workshop is scheduled 
for July 12th in the Fellowship Room directly after church service to go over tips for navigating 
RightNow Media.  

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to share them with us. We look forward to 
growing with you as we stir up one another in the faith of Jesus! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Sarah Andrews, Director of Christian Education 



REACHING OUT THROUGH OUTREACH MINISTRIES by Pam North 
 

Happy summer to everyone, and remember that every day is a gift (that's why it's 
called the present!!) 

 

DAY OF THE CHRISTIAN MARTYR – JUNE 29
th

 

The following paragraph is written by 'Voice of the Martyrs', one of the ministries that has served 
and does serve the millions of Christians around the world who have been killed through the years 
or who are currently being persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ: 

“According to church tradition, June 29 marks the martyrdom of the Apostle Paul. Now, and during 
the summer, join Christians around the world to honor the faithful witness of those who, like the 
Apostle Paul, have sacrificed their lives for the advancement of the Gospel. And be inspired to have 
that same boldness to share Christ in your community.” 

We can do no less than to pray for and remember those who have lived for and in so many cases, 
died for, their love of and service to their Savior and Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

JONI AND FRIENDS “WHEELS FOR THE WORLD” UPDATE 

I recently received this update from Jamia Cinelli (our Ohio Joni and Friends representative) 
regarding a recent 'Wheels for the World' outreach in Argentina. What awesome work for God's 
Kingdom was done there and it shows how meaningful St. Peter's part is (wherever it is that our 
donations this year will go) in the work of Joni and Friends around the world. Here is Jamia's 
account that she wrote right before Father's Day: 

 

“I recently had the opportunity to speak with one of the team leaders from the “Wheels for the World” 
outreach in Argentina. One story touched my heart deeply, and is especially meaningful as we near Father's 
Day. Many individuals do not have an earthly father to care for and nurture them through life. This was true 
for one precious man in Argentina. I do not know his name, but thankfully, our Heavenly Father does. The 31-
year-old man was discarded as a premature infant and left in a pig pen. As a result, he sustained multiple 
disabilities, including the loss of one eye. Today, he is a young man filled with joy. During the outreach, he 
interacted with the Joni and Friends team and received a wheelchair and walker. Praise our Heavenly Father 
for His love and care for this man, as well as many others who were served during this outreach. Whether 
you were part of the 14 member team, prayed for the outreach, donated disability items, or provided financial 
support, you can rejoice with us in what God accomplished: 

 

Items modified and distributed: 

181 restored wheelchairs 

9 pediatric wheelchairs 

19 walkers 

10 sets of crutches 

8 canes 

 

Gospel outreach and resources shared: 

331 individuals heard the Gospel 

226 Bibles were distributed 

231 'Joni' books were distributed 

 

And most importantly, 140 individuals made a public profession of faith in Christ! 

(continued on next page) 



Library Highlights for July - READ All About It!!  

 
We have one new fiction books that have been bought this month for our 
church library:   
 
 
Harbor Pointe ~ A Hope Harbor series, Book 12 by Irene Hannon: ‘As a principal dancer with a 
prestigious New York ballet company, Devyn Lee is far from her hometown of Hope Harbor on the 
Oregon coast. But when a family emergency compels her to return, her visit turns into an extended 
stay after complications arise. Widowed mill worker Aaron Steele pays no attention to the buzz in 
Hope Harbor about the famous dancer in town. Until his grieving nine-year-old daughter takes a 
fancy to Devyn after she agrees to help with a fundraising show for a local charity in which the 
young girl is performing. As the show—and Devyn—begin to lift his daughter’s spirits, his own life is 
brightened by the beautiful ballerina as she slowly but surely captures his heart. But what are the 
odds that such an accomplished, polished woman from the city could ever fall for a small-town 
lumberman with two left feet?’ 
 
Come check this new book out or look for any of our other books that we have in the library! 

In closing, I'd like to share one more thing from a newsletter that I received from our regional 
Salvation Army that made an impact on me when I read it and its significance has stayed with me 
(especially the Scripture verse that was included). May the message and Scripture verse bring a 
blessing to you throughout the summer and even beyond. It is titled “Strength for the Season”: 

 

Each of us faces moments that test our resolve – times when challenges feel bigger than our 
abilities. Even in these moments, God is working. His grace meets us right where we are, 
giving us the strength, hope, and guidance we need to keep going. Trust that He will provide 
what you need, exactly when you need it. His blessings never run dry.  

2
nd

 Corinthians 9:8  “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 

 

Special Invitation 

Would you like to join us for a Special Music number on August 9th?  
 

Some of  the choir members AND ANYONE ELSE is welcome to rehearse two Wednesdays, Ju-
ly 29 and August 5, at 7:00 p.m.  We will learn our parts and sing one song on Sunday, August 9th.  
We welcome new faces (and voices!) for this very short-term commitment. 

 

Also, mark your calendar now for the Choir Picnic to be held Wednesday, August 26 at 6 p.m. 
More details to come in next month’s newsletter. 



Youth Ministry Minute 

July 2026 

 

The school year is over and the summer is starting! We 
had fun kicking off the summer by testing out our skating 
skills at Christian Music Night at Skate Castle in Butler. 
These kids bring energy and fun wherever they go. They 
have some moves on that skate rink floor! But don’t 
misunderstand, us adults had to show them that we have 
some moves too. They might think we are old but we still 
have some rolls left in our wheels!! 

 

Our YG and TNT groups will continue to meet throughout 
the summer for classes. YG and TNT will alternate 
weeks for class sessions. Summer is filled with vacations 
and trips and we want to give as much time to spend 
time with their families as possible. 

 

VBS will be here soon so please pray for all the youth 
involved. We are excited to invite and host these little 
ones for another exciting year! Please pray for 
volunteers, youth registrations, and all the things that 
need to be done that go into planning and operating this 
event. If you are interested in helping, please see Sarah 
Andrews for more information. Please remember to 
register your child if you haven’t already done so and 
check out Sign-up Genius for ways to help with 
donations. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C044AA5A82AA2FEC16-64117713-vbs2026 

 
Thank you all for your continued support for the youth here at St. Peter’s. They are truly a gift from 
God.  

 

In Christ,  

 

Sarah Andrews, Director of Youth Engagement 



Happy July Birthday to: 

 

Pam Coe ~ July 6 ~ 81 years young 

Ralph Geis ~ July 10 ~ 84 years young 

Earl Gilliland ~ July 14 ~ 94 years young 

 

Happy July Anniversary to: 

 

Steve & Ginni Smoke ~ July 18 ~ 56 years 
George & Frankie Metropoulos ~ July 26 ~ 58 years 

SOUTHWEST BUTLER FOOD CUPBOARD  

557 Perry Highway  

Harmony, PA 16037  

Phone: 724.453.4184 

Website: www.swbfoodcupboard.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

July food cupboard needs are as follows: 

Canned fruit  Brownie mix 
Sloppy joe mix  Beans 
Taco kits  Rice/pasta sides 
Rice   Helper Meals 
Egg noodles  Cereal 
 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity to the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard. 

 

Erin Makowski, Director 



The gardeners of St. Peter's would 
like to invite you to partake in their 
abundance from their gardens.   
Each week, starting Sunday, July 
12th, produce will be offered to the 
congregation AFTER the service.  It 
is a first come, first served basis, at 
no cost to you. (Please do not take 
items prior to service.) 
 
This is open to everyone, member, 
visitor or guest. This offering is 
simply folks sharing their harvest 
with their church community. 
(Leftovers will be donated to the 
Ellwood City Food Cupboard).  
 
We plan to offer items in the Meet & 
Greet area each week through 
Labor Day weekend.  

Abundance Gardening 

Psalm 65:11 

You crown the year with your bounty, and 

your carts overflow with abundance. 

CONSISTORY UPDATE 

 

 Ongoing projects (Vacation Bible School, Replacement Furnaces, Senior Saints Luncheon) were 
reviewed and a subscription to RightNow Media was approved.  

PULPIT SCHEDULE 
Here is the list of folks who will be filling our pulpit over the next few months. Just as a reminder, we are not 
providing this list so people can pick and choose whom they want to hear. Instead, we expect the 
congregation to come together and worship every Sunday, but we also realize that there are work schedules 
to consider and, sometimes, that work schedule needs to be juggled to fit.  

 

July 5:  Win Groseclose   Aug. 2:  Randy Herbe 

July 12: Mauri Smith    Aug. 9:  Mauri Smith 

July 19: Reid Moon    Aug. 16: Randy Herbe 

July 26: Mauri Smith    Aug. 23: Mauri Smith 

       Aug. 30: Win Groseclose 

 

    Sept. 6: Randy Herbe 

    Sept. 13: Mauri Smith 

    Sept. 20: Reid Moon 

    Sept. 27: Mauri Smith 



UGANDA TPL TEAM UPDATE 

Greetings St. Peter’s, 
 
With all the news about airfare prices and the Ebola outbreak in East Africa, 
you might be wondering if we will still go to Uganda. After checking with some 
of our friends over there, the Ebola has not been reported in the area we 
travel to. So that is some good news. We are also hoping that with the falling oil prices lately, the 
airfare will also drop. All this being said, we are still planning on our trip. Keep praying. The 
orphanage is doing great and they just took in a baby that was abandoned in Hoima. Joseph and 
Annette are doing a great service helping children in Hoima and the surrounding communities. 
Again, this could not have been accomplished without the support of all of you. We look forward to 
seeing you at all of our fundraisers and thank you for your continued support.   
 
God Bless, 
Uganda Mission Team TPL 

Uganda PTL Mission Dinner 

    Jesus didn't come to be served, HE came to SERVE.  

THE GREATEST AMONG YOU MUST BE A SERVANT.    

MATTHEW 23:11 NLT 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   Friday, July 10 th ~ 5:00-6:30pm in our Fellowship Room 

  July’s menu:  Chicken Parmesan with Pasta, Salad, Drinks and Desserts 

 

Thank You’s 

 

 

Dear St. Peter’s, 

 We would like to give you a huge ‘thank you’, for the beautiful landscaping all of 
you did for us here at Creek Meadows. The place has never looked this good. Also a special 
thank you to the youth for all their hard work. The decks look great and the residents are 
enjoying the flowers. 

       Love In Christ, 

       Randy & Denise Herbe, 

       The staff and residents of Creek Meadows 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday School 

9:00 am 

 

Head Usher 

for 

July 

Sandy Lee 

Worship Service 

10:15 am 
  

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

                               1 

9am Prayer Group 

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ Fellowship Rm. 

6pm The Journey  

 

2  
7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Basics 
Classroom 

 

 3 
Church Office                 

Closed in 
Observance of the 

4th of July 

 

4 
 

5 
11:30am Social 
Hour ~ Meet n’ 
Greet Area 

6   
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 

Fellowship Rm 

6:30pm Elder’s 

Mtg. ~ Basics 

Classroom 

 

 

7 

1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. R. 

 

 

8 

9am Prayer Group 

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ Fellowship Rm. 

6pm The Journey 

6:30pm YG Mtg. ~ 
Youth Room 

  

9 

7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Basics 
Classroom 

 

10 
5-6:30pm Uganda 

Mission Dinner ~ 

Fellowship Rm. 

11 

12 
11:45am RightNow 

Media Workshop 

Mtg. ~ F. Room 

13 

5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 

Fellowship Rm 

14 

1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. R. 

6:30pm Consistory 
Mtg. (All Welcome) 
~ Ed. Bldg. 

 

 

15 

9am Prayer Group 

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ Fellowship Rm. 

6pm The Journey 

6:30pm YG Mtg. ~ 
Youth Room 

 

16 

7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Basics 
Classroom 

 

 

 

 

17 
7pm Bill Allmann 
using Fellowship 
Room 

18 
All Day Bill 
Allmann using 
Fellowship Rm. 

19 
6-8:30pm VBS 

Emerald Crossing 

~ Church 

20 
6-8:30pm VBS 

Emerald Crossing 

~ Church 

21 
1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. R. 

6-8:30pm VBS 
Emerald Crossing  
~ Church 

22 

9am Prayer Group  

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ Fellowship Rm. 

6-8:30pm VBS 
Emerald Crossing ~ 
Church 

 

23 
6-8:30pm VBS 
Emerald Crossing 
~ Church 

24 25 

26 

 

27 
5:30pm AA Mtg. ~ 

Fellowship Rm 

28 
1pm 500 Card 
Club ~ F. R. 

 29 

9am Prayer Group  

1pm 500 Card Club 
~ Fellowship Rm. 

6pm The Journey 

7pm Choir Practice 
~ Sanctuary 

 

30 
6:30pm YG Mtg. ~ 
Youth Room 

7pm Men’s Bible 
Study ~ Basics 
Classroom 

31 
4-6:30pm 
Collins/Gould 
Wedding 
Rehearsal ~ 
Sanctuary 

 

 

JULY 2026 



VBS Registration Form  
(One Form per Child) 

 

General Information: 
Student Name 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name 
____________________________________________________________   July 19th thru July 23rd 

             6-8:30pm 

Address _____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Family Email Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Numbers:  Home _____________________________________ 

    Cell ______________________________________ 

Date of Birth _______________________     Age _________________ 

Last Grade Completed _________________                                (Week of VBS) 

 

Emergency Information: 
Emergency Contact ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________    Work ___________________________________ 

 

Cell _______________________________________ 

 

Allergies/Medical Information/Other _______________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Public Relations Information: 

Home Church _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did you hear of our VBS? ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Friends attending the VBS/Church? _______________________________________________________ 

Church Use ONLY:  
 
Group _______________________    Leader _______________________ 

 

Are parents/siblings/guardians/family members helping with VBS?  ________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

*** If your child has Special Needs, please ask for the secondary form for Special Needs Considerations.  Thank you! *** 


