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.From the president...

After what seemed like a long winter (it probably wasn't, it just hung on a little
too long for my taste), it seems like the “dog days of summer” are here. |
never understood the term because no dog | ever had enjoyed the heat but
there must be some long story behind the phrase.

Regardless, we're entering that type of summer here at St. Peter's as well.
The pulpit search committee is working hard and making good progress, but
when their mission will be accomplished is still difficult to predict.

The United States will be celebrating its 250th anniversary on July 4 with a lot
of hoopla and anticipation that is already building. That's understandable
because they have a single target date.

We don’t have such an advantage — we don’t know when a new pastor will be
found to start such a celebration. There are definitely plans being discussed
for how to handle the situation to allow the candidate to be comfortable with
us and we with them, but nothing is set because no details are known.

There are some things we, as members of the congregation, can do over the
summer to prepare for the transition that is to come. We have the pulpit filled
through September 30 without the same preacher in the pulpit two weeks in a
row to keep things from becoming stale. Any one of these gentlemen is more
than competent and could preach every Sunday, but we, as a
congregation, have to learn to adjust what we expect from a message — there
is more than one way to learn.

There will also be, undoubtedly, some new music introduced as each
preacher has the option to pick their own hymns. Some of those changes will
be extremely positive, others not so much, but we’'ll learn from everything and
ask for your opinions and feedback.

As we continue to pray for our efforts to find a new pastor, also please pray
for God to work on the heart of the pastor he has planned for us. We, as a
congregation and as individuals, will need to adjust to a new leader as they
arrive, but they also will have to adjust as well — and there are more of us.

As we go through this summer of celebration for our country, let us all prepare
for the changes we will face as a congregation so that, when the time comes,
we will celebrate as well.

Thanks for all you do,
Bill



CONSISTORY UPDATE

e Approved the confirmands, Gavin Butcher and Leah Jacobs, for confirmation (May 17th)

e Completed the formation of the Bylaw Review Committee (Bill Allmann, Peter Butcher, Deb
Evans-Kanell, Kathy Lutz, and Tim McMaster)

e Passed a motion to replace heating/cooling units on the roof for $33,700 from the Memorial Fund
and set a congregational meeting for May 31st for the congregation to vote

e Began discussion on replacing our hymnals and upgrading security

PULPIT SCHEDULE

Here is the list of folks who will be filling our pulpit over the next few months. Just as a reminder, we are not
providing this list so people can pick and choose whom they want to hear. Instead, we expect the
congregation to come together and worship every Sunday, but we also realize that there are work schedules
to consider and, sometimes, that work schedule needs to be juggled to fit.

June 7: Tim Dubeau Aug. 2: Randy Herbe
June 14: Mauri Smith Aug. 9: Mauri Smith
June 21: Reid Moon Aug. 16: Reid Moon
June 28: Mauri Smith Aug. 23: Mauri Smith
Aug. 30: Win Groseclose

July 5: Win Groseclose Sept. 6: Randy Herbe
June 12: Mauri Smith Sept. 13: Mauri Smith
July 19: Reid Moon Sept. 20: Reid Moon
July 26: Mauri Smith Sept. 27: Mauri Smith
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Note from Pastoral Search Committee
Greetings St. Peter’s Congregation,

An update from the Pastoral Search Committee. | would like to start this note by
affirming our mission and vision.

Mission Statement: To prayerfully identify and call a pastor who is
grounded in God’s Word, led by the Spirit, and committed to uniting
and shepherding our church as we grow in Christ and reach the least,
the lost, and the lonely.

Vision Statement: 7o see our church strengthened, united, and
spiritually mature under a pastor who faithfully leads us in knowing,
loving, and following Jesus Christ.

We started advertising for our Pastor. Ads have been placed in newspapers, (Butler
Eagle, Cranberry Eagle). St. Peter’'s website has been updated with the job
opportunity posted. We have a placement on the CCCC website for churches
seeking pastors. Our job posting has been sent to several colleges and seminaries.
We are exploring a couple additional resources, a national church staffing site and
local radio stations, specifically Christian stations.

After applications and letters of interest are received, the committee will begin the
vetting process to determine if the next step, initial interview, is warranted.

Committee members continue to research and study resources related to Pastoral
Searching and collaborate information. We have reached out to various other local
churches that have recently gone through pastoral change for insight on how they
navigated the process.

We continue to be encouraged by the support from Elders, Consistory and
Congregation members. Prayer and support strengthen us during the process.
THANK YOU. We will trust God’s guidance and will keep praying for the future pastor
of St. Peter’'s Reformed Church.

Kind regards,
Ron Double ~ Chairman




A Pause for Prayer
1719

Psalm 133:1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!

God’s people live together in unity when they pray together. This isn’t my opinion. It is a fact. When the
people of God seek God in prayer together the will of the kingdom of heaven is done upon earth. “Again I tell
you, Iif two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:19-20

I want to say thank you, my brothers and sisters, for continuing to pray for the will of God to be done at
St. Peter’s. We couldn’t always understand how God was making something good out of what seemed to be bad.
But the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groaning's too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose (Romans 8:26-28).

We have been meeting after the conclusion of Sunday Worship Service in addition to the Intercessory
Prayer meetings on Wednesday mornings at 9am. We have been praying for the Pastoral Search Committee, for
the pastor that God has coming for us, and for the church to receive him. It has been a beautiful thing to watch
saints coming together to pray the will of God over St. Peter’s. I encourage you to please stay after Sunday’s
service and pray with us. It doesn’t take long and your prayers matter even if you pray in agreement. You are not
obligated to pray out loud!

After speaking to the prayer team, I would like to announce that on the 3rd Wednesday of each month,
the prayer team invites anyone to come in who would like specific prayer for themselves. This could be for healing
or any trouble you may be facing. The Bible says to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the Iaw of|
Christ in Galatians 6:2 and to make supplication for all the saints in Ephesians 6:18. What is prayed for in
the prayer room stays in the prayer room. Your requests for prayer will be kept in confidence among the prayer
team. Also, if you cannot come on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, someone from the prayer team can pray with
you during the Intercessory Prayer time after Sunday Worship. This is what the body of Christ does for each
other. We all carry the burdens of this world together. That is what Christ intended for the Church and
that through Him we can do all things through His strength (Philippians 4:13).

If you have any questions or comments please contact Sarah Andrews for more information. Let’s take it
to the Lord in prayer together and see what amazing things He will do!




St. Peter’s would like to recognize all our high school,
college, technical/trade school graduates in the July
Newsletter. If you would like to have your son or daughter ﬁ
acknowledged, please let Sheri know as soon as possible by
email at smcmaster@stpzelie.org and please give her any

information regarding which school your child attended and

what his/her future plans are. If possible, please submit a
graduation picture. 2026

The deadline for submitting all information and pictures is Monday, June 22nd.
Thank You!

Friends at the Table

Things change, lives evolve, and friendships are often just what we need to comfort and sustain us.
Some of you may remember Simply Singles, which became Thrive — both of which welcomed
anyone seeking fellowship and others to meet, have fun, and participate in different activities. We
have learned that those participating most enjoyed gathering to share a meal, enjoy conversation
and friendship. That is the mission of Friends at the Table, a new name to welcome all because
there is always room at the table for everyone.

We welcome you to the following restaurants:
Hartmann’s Water Hole, 169 Hartmann Rd., Harmony — June 18, 5-7pm

Please call Nancy Reader, (724) 601-4442 or Sue Hamilton, (724) 504-9156 to assist us in making
reservations at least a week prior to each event.

Happy June Anniversary to:

Happy

Wayne & Barbara Freshcorn ~ June 7 ~ 52 years /f///,,,/wfp/,/%y%

Happy June Birthday to:

A 1
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Robert Nolte ~ June 12 ~ 84 years young
Dorothy (Dottie) Rape ~ June 24 ~ 88 years younyg




REACHING OUT THROUGH OUTREACH MINISTRIES by Pam North i

TWO OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY OUTREACHES TO READ ABOUT! y WE
ARE THE
CHURCH

SOUTHWEST BUTLER COUNTY FOOD CUPBOARD TOGETHER

This ministry outreach has been vitally important to so many people in our surrounding communities
for many years, and St. Peter's has really been supportive in our monthly food donations as well as
when special drives have occurred. The needs for particular items are always listed in our
newsletters, and many people try hard to gear their contributions to meet those monthly needs.
Something we should always be mindful of is that during the summer months when children who
have received free or reduced cost breakfasts and lunches at school are at home, the food needs
for some area families become greater. If you have the means to give beyond what you normally do
during June, July, and August, that would definitely be appreciated so that additional snacks and kid
-friendly food items can be packed for the families who have children. We have been so fortunate
that Cath Rape has been our St. Peter's representative to the Food Cupboard and she continues to
do an amazing job of getting all of our contributions to Zion Lutheran Church (where the Food
Cupboard is housed) each month. She also has a very committed team who faithfully help out as
much as they can — those folks include Jeff Fyock, Lauren Rodrigues, Frank Luek, and Ron and
Judy Double, and they can be counted on to be there with Cath when all the sorting and packing
gets done, and much of the time they are also there for the evening distribution to the recipients.
Anyone from St. Peter's is encouraged to join in with our existing group of volunteers (either
on the sorting/packing day or the evening distribution time), and St. Peter's designated
month to help out is actually this month (June) and the dates for those who are willing to
volunteer are Monday morning, June 15 from 9:00-11:00 (for unloading the truck and
unpacking) and Tuesday evening, June 16 from 5:30-7:00 (for distribution to the recipients).
You can check in with Cath at church or call her at 724-452-4936 if you are interested in helping in
June and also if you'd like information regarding becoming involved on a more regular basis with the
Food Cupboard — this outreach is an excellent way to help our neighbors in need!

MEALS ON WHEELS

Another wonderful community outreach that St. Peter's has always supported well is our local Meals
on Wheels program that delivers food to many folks who otherwise wouldn't be able to have a daily
hot meal along with food for an additional meal each day. Because of the support we have given to
this outreach for a long time (and because a number of other churches or other groups have not
been able to continue their support), we have for years now taken on supplying desserts/fruit for
three weeks in the spring and also a week in the fall. Sheri McMaster graciously facilitates securing
volunteers and then reminding them what day they picked to provide the desserts (and we are truly
appreciative of everyone who participated during our recent stint in May, because we were in need
of more volunteers and in order to fulfill our church's responsibility, some folks who had already
donated once signed up to donate again — that was really going the extra mile). If you have been
someone who has wanted to participate in supplying desserts, but can't get them to English
Lutheran Church (where they need to be dropped off between 7-9 AM), please know that you could
drop off what you have purchased or prepared to St. Peter's and either Sheri or | could get them to
English Lutheran for you on the correct day (you would just need to let us know that in advance). So
if that has been a stumbling block in your involvement, please just call the church office (724-452-
8120) and we can work something out — we do need to get more people involved so that we don't
have people taking on more than they originally signed up for. And if you would personally like to

(continued on next page)




become involved as a driver/deliverer for Meals on Wheels, you can call Judy at English Lutheran
Church (724-452-4270 and she could explain what the responsibilities for the drivers/deliverers are
and get you signed up. We actually just heard that there is an immediate need for two people
to be drivers/deliverers for one of the Zelie routes, so please call Judy if you can meet this
need! Just like the Food Cupboard, Meals on Wheels is an excellent way to help our neighbors in
need!

In closing, let me once again share our St. Peter's mission statement with you and you can see how
well these two community programs fit with what Jesus calls us to do: “To know, love, and follow
Jesus Christ as devoted disciples by doing together what we cannot do alone in reaching the
least, the lost, and the lonely by reaching up, reaching out, and reaching in.” Aren't we
blessed that we have Jesus as our perfect model of how to live out our mission statement, no
matter the areas of service we engage in?!!

Special Music Needed for Summer

Since the senior choir does not sing for worship during
the summer, we are looking for people who would be able
to provide special music for the months of June (starting
on June 14) through August. If you are a singer or play an
instrument, we would welcome having you share your
talents. If you are interested, please call the church office
724-452-8120 or see Pam North on Sundays at the
Welcome Center after church.

What’s New in Christian Education?

Can you believe that VBS is only 7 weeks away!
Where has the time gone? VBS begins 7/19-7/23.
¥ We need volunteers and items for our crafts and
science portion of VBS. We are using an online tool
called “Signup Genius” to list and sign up to receive
items needed. It is easy to do! Please see our

: R church website under the “VBS” tab for links to
register your little one(s), volunteer or give. Don’t wait to check out how you can be a part of this
Irish Adventure through Psalm 23! For more information please see Sarah Andrews.

The school year is coming to a close and summer is just around the corner! The last day for
children’s Sunday School will be June 7th. Sunday School will start back up September 13th. We
will continue to hold an adult class during the summer. We will be doing a different topic of study in
which the Christian Education Committee is working hard to choose a topic of study that will stir our
hearts to draw closer to Jesus through His word. Please keep your eyes open for more information
coming soon!

For any other questions or concerns please see Sarah Andrews.




Library Highlights for June -
READ All About It!

CHURCH

Now that June is upon us, it's time to relax and read,
and the truth is that when you read a good book, it's a
very relaxing way to spend your time!

The following book is a bible study that has been donated by Cath Rape for our library:

Jeremiah & Lamentations (Judgment and Grace) by John MacArthur: ‘The prophet Jeremiah ministered
during the waning decades of Judah. The people had rebelled against the Lord through their constant idolatry
and injustice of all kinds—and they were about to experience God’s wrath in the form of a conquering army.
Yet even as Jeremiah described the short-term consequences of the people’s rebellion against the Lord, he
also spoke of God’s long-term plan to provide salvation. In the twelve studies within, join John MacArthur on
an exploration of this “weeping prophet” - so called because of the grief he expressed for his people—and the
prophecies he faithfully relayed to them for more than fifty years. By working through this study, you will learn
that in your life—just like in the lives of the people of Judah—God may discipline you for a season, but He will
always extend His grace to you. The MacArthur Bible Studies provide intriguing examinations of the whole of
Scripture. Each guide incorporates extensive commentary, detailed observations on overriding themes, and
probing questions to help you study the Word of God with guidance from John MacArthur.’

Remember that there are lots of great books in our church library to take a chance on as we head into these
relaxing summer months ahead, so come on in and check them out! Happy June reading!!

Mark your calendars

For St. Peter’s & Park Presbyterian’s
VBS 2026!

Emerald Crossing

SAVE THE DATES:

SUNDAY JULY 19 -
THURSDAY JULY 23, 2026

6:00-8:30pm

Please contact Sarah Andrews, VBS Director, for more information

and for details on how you can help VBS 2026 be a success! We

can’t wait to go on this Irish Adventure through Psalm 23 with you!
Scan the QR code on the flyer for more details on the program.

Registration will be available soon.




We'll explore Ireland’s lush
. landscapes as our kids learn how to

‘ ‘a cross from anxiety to peace, from fear

> J

to faith, and from uncertainty to a firm
foundation in God's Word through a
relationship with the Good Shepherd.

Mark your calendar and get ready for an
’ v, Irish adventure through Psalm 23!
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SOUTHWEST BUTLER FOOD CUPBOARD
557 Perry Highway

Harmony, PA 16037

Phone: 724.453.4184

Website: www.swbfoodcupboard.org

T T T L S Y]

June food cupboard needs are as follows:

Canned fruit

Canned vegetables
Pasta & Pasta Sauce
Peanut Butter

Cereal

Canned chicken
Rice

Mac n’ Cheese
Dessert mixes
Helper Meals

Thank you for your continued support and generosity to the Southwest Butler Food Cupboard.

Erin Makowski, Director

ST. PETER’S FOOD CUPBOARD MONTH TO HELP IS IN JUNE

The Southwest Butler County Food Cupboard greatly appreciates the support of St.
Peter’s Reformed Church. The food items and finances are a big part of the success
of this benevolence, but so are the volunteers. One month out of the year each
church involved is assigned a month to help out.... St. Peter’s is June!

If you can, please join us Monday, June 15th to
unload the state truck at 9:00-11:00 a.m. and then §§

on Tuesday, June 16th for distribution night at Zion RE=ass
Lutheran Church in Middle Lancaster. We start
around 5:30pm and are usually done by 7:00pm.
Six to eight persons would be great.

Any questions, please see or call Cath Rape
(724) 452-4936.




Youth Ministry Minute

April showers bring May flowers or in this
report...MULCH! Our youth did a phenomenal
job preparing the outside of the church for the
warm season approaching. They spent an
entire evening shoveling, transporting, laying,
M and spreading mulch on the church grounds.
f They worked wonderfully together and they did
it with such a joyful and serving spirit. | even
captured a video of them singing a song from a
movie as they worked. | wish | could have
@ shared it here but perhaps another time. May
~ 30th will be another service opportunity for the
youth. Youth & Men’s Ministry our working
== together on an All-Church project at Creek
- Meadows Senior House; Weeding, planting,
 mulching, and more. They are looking forward
to being a part of this project to serve our
friends, Randy & Denise Herbe, who serve
 selflessly.

In education, the youth in both older and
younger classes have been learning about
God’s authority. This is setting the stage for a
| future lessons on evangelism and apologetics
¢ (defending the faith). They have been asking
Iso many great questions that are prompting
' deeper discussions. Sometimes we get off
| topic, but | trust that is the Holy Spirit leading
~us to learn more about His knowledge and
wisdom for what is ahead. He, after all, knows exactly what we need to prepare for. Please feel free
to join us to see what is happening. | can guarantee you that it will build a hope in you for the future
generation here at St. Peter’s.

| would also like to give a special thanks to Amber Cogliano who helped me keep the youth
engaged and cooperative during the mulching service project. | wouldn’t have been able to
accomplish the task on my own. And another thank you to Cath Rape who without the use of her
wheelbarrow would have not been able to do the work as quickly as we were able. And thank you to
Aidan Butcher who pushed around the other wheelbarrow with a flat tire! If it were me, | would have
been bedridden for days! Ha-Ha. Thank you to all the youth who made me so proud to say that | am
a part of this group. They are truly a blessing from God. If you would like to learn more about the
Youth Ministry or be a part of it, please contact Sarah Andrews for more information. Please keep
praying for our youth and lifting them up. They need you! God bless!

Please note: June 3rd through August 26th Youth Group and TNT will meet once a week on
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 for the summer. They will alternate each week. June 3rd will begin
with Youth Group.




LET’S GO CAMPING!

SEE SHERI OR SARAH FOR
DETAILS ON CAMPS AND %
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (St. ~CHURCH <

Peter’s Camp Fund).

THEN RELAX AND WATCH AS
YOUR CHILD GROWS IN THEIR
WALK WITH THE LORD.

UGANDA MISSION (TPL) TEAM UPDATE

Greetings St. Peter's,

There is a lot going on in the world today that could affect our trip. Many of you have been
asking, "Are we still going to go?" The simple answer is yes we are planning on it. The difficult
answer is, we hope everything clears up in the next couple of months. Even if we can't physically go
over there, our friends in Uganda can carry out some of our mission work for us. Pastor Andrew and
Joseph Aliguma work wonders when we are not there. They constantly carry out our mission work
when we are back in the states. As of right now we are still a go for December with 5 to 6 people
signed up. Our newest team member is Phil Mania, who has been a regular helper at our dinners.
Hope to see you at the next dinner!!

God Bless,
Uganda Mission TPL Team

Uganda TP L Dinner

Jesus didn't come to be served, HE came to SERVE.

(' f) THE GREATEST AMONG YOU MUST BE A SERVANT.
MATTHEW 23:11 NLT

Uganda TPL Dinner ~ Friday June 12, 2026
5:00-6:30pm in the Fellowship Room

June’s menu: Pulled Pork Sandwich, Sweet n’ Sour Coleslaw; Baked Beans and Macaroni Salad
Desserts and Beverages




June 2026

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

5:30pm AA Mtg. |1pm 500 Card 9am Prayer Group | 7pm Men’s Bible
~ Fellowship Rm. | Club ~ F. Room 6pm The Journey Study ~ Ed. Bldg.

6:30pm Elder’s 6:30pm Christian | 6:30pm YG Mtg. ~

Mtg. ~ Basics Skate Night Youth Room
Classroom (Youth/TNT 7pm Choir Practice
Groups)

~ Sanctuary

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

11:30am 5:30pm AA Mtg. |1pm 500 Card 9am Prayer Group | 7pm Men’s Bible |5-6:30pm Uganda
go;:ial rtlour :vith ~ Fellowship Rm. | Club ~ F. Room 1pm 500 Card Club Study ~ Ed. Bldg. | Mission TPL Dinner
eireshments 5:30pm Personnel |~ F. Room ~ Fellowship Rm.

Meet n’ Greet Committee Mtg. ~

Basics Classroom
6:30pm
Consistory Mtg.
(All Welcome) ~
Basics Classroom

6pm The Journey

6:30pm TNT Mtg. ~
Youth Room

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

11:30am Christian |5:30pm AA Mtg. |1pm 500 Card 9am Prayer Group | 7pm Men’s Bible
Ed. Mtg. ~ Basics |~ Fellowship Rm. | Club ~F. Room 1pm 500 Card Study ~ Ed. Bldg.
Classroom Club ~ F. Room

6pm The Journey

6:30pm YG Mtg. ~
Youth Room

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

5:30pm AA Mtg. |1pm 500 Card 9am Prayer Group | 7pm Men’s Bible |11:30am Senior
~ Fellowship Rm. | Club ~ F. Room 1pm 500 Card Study ~ Ed. Bldg. | Saints Luncheon ~
’[ [appy Club ~ F. Room Fellowship Room
| &) S 6pm The Journe
Father's P Y
= 6:30pm TNT Mtg. ~
[)g\,y Youth Room

28 29 30
Sunday School

5:30pm AA Mtg. | 1pm 500 Card 9:00am Head Usher
~ Fellowship Rm. | Club ~ F. Room For June

Worship 10:15am Matt Jacobs




VBS Registration Form

(One Form per Child)

General Information:
Student Name

Parent/Guardian Name

July 19 thru July 23
6-8:30pm

Address

Family Email Address:

Phone Numbers: Home
Cell
Date of Birth Age
Last 6rade Completed (Week of VBS)

Emergency Information:
Emergency Contact

Phone Work

Cell

Allergies/Medical Information/Other

Public Relations Information:
Home Church

How did you hear of our VBS?

Friends attending the VBS/Church?

Church Use ONLY:

Group Leader

Are parents/siblings/guardians/family members helping with VBS?

*** |f your child has Special Needs, please ask for the secondary form for Special Needs Considerations. Thanks youl ***




